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To Chair LaMountain and members of the Senate Judiciary Committee: 

My name is Aditi Sherikar, and I am the Public Policy Director at The Clean Slate 

Initiative - a national non-profit that is working across the country to pass and implement 

laws that automate the process for sealing eligible arrest and conviction records for people 

who meet the requirements. The Clean Slate Initiative strongly supports Senate Bill 2711, 

which aims to address and rectify the impact of past records on individuals and 

communities. 

As of 2019, around 300,000 adults in Rhode Island, or 33% of the adult population, 

have some form of a record.1 Even after completing their sentences and remaining 

crime-free, these constituents are often denied a fair chance at jobs, safe housing, and 

educational opportunities. Clean Slate legislation has proven to be an effective tool in 

addressing these challenges by allowing eligible individuals to have their records expunged 

through an automated process, giving them a fresh start while cutting red tape. On day 1 of 

implementation, 77,000 adults, or 27% of those with records in the state, would become 

eligible to have their records fully expunged with Clean Slate legislation .2  

Thirteen states, including Connecticut and New York, and the District of Columbia, 

have already passed Clean Slate laws, and the positive impact has been substantial. One of 

the key advancements has been automation. By leveraging technology with human 

oversight to determine eligibility and grant record relief, these states have successfully 

streamlined the sealing process. Now, Rhode Island has the opportunity to join this growing ​

2 The Clean Slate Initiative. (2024). “Population Estimates to Maximize Policy Impact: The Clean Slate Initiative 
Methodology for Estimating State Populations with a Record.“ Available at: cleanslateinitiative.org/data-dashboard. 

1 The Clean Slate Initiative. (2024). “Population Estimates to Maximize Policy Impact: The Clean Slate Initiative 
Methodology for Estimating State Populations with a Record.“ Available at: cleanslateinitiative.org/data-dashboard. 
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national effort to ensure a past mistake does not turn into a life sentence to poverty for 

those who have paid for their mistakes and turned their lives around. 

​ A recent survey of people with records in Pennsylvania, Utah, and Michigan, which 

have started implementing automatic record sealing, indicates that those who have 

received relief are already experiencing improvements in their lives, particularly in 

employment.   

●​ Nearly half (42%) reported improvement in work, employment, personal 

finances, or public assistance, 

●​ 35% reported improvement in personal and family relationships, and  

●​ 34% reported improvement in health, mental health, or self-esteem.3  

Rhode Island can join these states in pursuing fairness and justice by creating a 

state-initiated process that expunges certain records once individuals are eligible; 

automating the expungement process would also increase efficiency and make second 

chances more accessible to Rhode Islanders. Passing this legislation would mean those 

eligible for automated record expungement in the state can reap the proven benefits, 

particularly in terms of employment, which will add to the state’s tax base.  

The Clean Slate Initiative stands ready to collaborate and partner with Rhode 

Island’s agencies in implementing this important bill. Alongside our state and national 

partners, The Clean Slate Initiative has been assisting states nationwide with the effective 

implementation of Clean Slate laws, and we are eager to assist your state as well. While 

every state has its own systems and processes for record sealing, commonalities exist across 

states, and we can draw upon our nationwide experience to help navigate successful 

implementation.  

In summary, The Clean Slate Initiative urges the Senate Judiciary Committee to 

support SB 2711, recognizing the positive impact on the lives of individuals seeking 

redemption and reintegration into society. 

3 The Clean Slate Initiative (2024). “The Impacts of Clean Slate Laws in Pennsylvania, Utah, and Michigan.” Available 
at: https://www.cleanslateinitiative.org/2024-yougov-survey-report 
 



 
 
 
 
 

Thank you for your time and consideration.  

Sincerely, 

 

Aditi Sherikar 
Public Policy Director 
The Clean Slate Initiative 
asherikar@cleanslateinitiative.org 
 
Attachments: ​
 

●​ Research Brief: Automatic Record Clearance Removes Barriers and Delivers 
Improvements for People with Records 

 

 



 

 
 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 
 
 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 


