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March 10, 2026

Senator Matthew LaMountain, Chair
Senate Judiciary

Rhode Island State House
Providence, RI 02903

RE: 2711

Dear Chairman LaMountain and honorable Committee Members:

1 am writing in strong support of S2711, the Rhode Island Clean Slate Act. This legislation is not about
erasing the past; it’s about ensuring people who have completed their sentence and remained crime-free
are not permanently held back by it.

Rhode Island Communities for Addiction Recovery Efforts (RICARES) is a non-profit dedicated to
advancing addiction recovery in Rhode Island through advocacy, community engagement, and service.
For many Rhode Islanders in recovery, the path forward does not end when a person stops using
substances or completes treatment. Recovery is a life-long process that requires stability, opportunity, and
connection. Policies that remove unnecessary barriers help people build what we call recovery capital —
the internal and external resources that support sustained recovery. Recovery capital can include safe
housing, employment opportunities, supportive relationships, education, and access to recovery services.
Unfortunately, a criminal record often blocks access to many of these essential resources, even long after
a person has tumed their life around. Barriers to housing, employment, and education can keep members
of our community trapped in cycles of instability that make recovery more difficult to attain.

Clean Slate policies like S2711 do more than correct inequity; they strengthen communities, strengthen
long-term recovery outcomes, and help individuals avoid future involvement with the justice system. A
past mistake does not have to permanently limit a person’s ability to build a healthy, productive life.

I respectfully urge the committee to support this legislation.
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