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Submitted Electronically 
 

Letter of Opposition Rhode Island SB 2487:   Digital Electronics Right to Repair Act 
 

Senate Judiciary Committee 
 

March 3, 2026 
 
Chair LaMountain, Vice Chair McKenney, Secretary Bissailon and Honorable Members of the 
Rhode Island Senate Judiciary Committee: 
 
The Engine Technology Forum (ETF) is an educational organization that represents manufacturers 
of internal combustion engines such as gasoline and diesel engines, vehicles, machines and 
equipment and their components as well as both petroleum and renewable biofuel producers.  
 
Through original research, education, and fact-based outreach, we seek to expand the broader 
understanding about the benefits and advancements in advanced internal combustion engines, 
technologies, and fuels as well as their significance to our economy and how they help achieve clean air 
and climate goals. You can learn more about us on our website enginetechforum.org.  

We are writing to express our opposition to SB 2487 unless amended. Like the members we 
represent, ETF is concerned that broad-based Right to Repair legislation will facilitate the 
tampering of emissions control systems on engines used for off-road purposes, a practice likely in 
violation of the federal Clean Air Act, and one that will negatively jeopardize the air quality and 
environment in Rhode Island.  (An infographic on advanced diesel engine progress to this effect and 
one on anti-tampering are included below.) 
 
Therefore, respectfully request the Committee amends SB 2487 to include the following language 
to so the legislation does not inadvertently jeopardize technology relating to highly sophisticated 
engine and emissions control systems.  We believe this is outside of the intended scope are 
purview of the legislation.   
 
“Manufacturers, distributors, importers, or dealers of all off-road (non-road) equipment, including 
without limitation, farm and utility tractors, farm implements, farm machinery, forestry equipment, 
industrial equipment, utility equipment, construction equipment, compact construction 
equipment, road-building equipment, mining equipment, turf, yard and garden equipment, outdoor 
power equipment, portable generators, marine, all-terrain sports and recreational vehicles 
(including racing vehicles), stand-alone or integrated stationary or mobile internal combustion 
engines, other power sources (including without limitation generator sets, electric/battery and 
fuel-cell power), power tools, and any tools, technology, attachments, accessories, components, 
and repair parts for any of the foregoing.” 
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Thank you for your time and consideration of this request for a technical amendment.  We welcome 
the opportunity to be of resource to the committee or answer any questions or concerns you may 
have on this or related matters.   
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Kara Gundel 
Senior Director, Public Policy 
Engine Technology Forum 
5300 Westview Drive, Suite 308 
Frederick, MD 21703 
240.457.0042  
www.enginetechforum.org 
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