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To the Esteemed Chair and Members of the Committee,

I am writing today with profound concern regarding Senate Bill S-2132, and to respectfully but
firmly urge its decisive rejection. This proposed legislation seeks to dismantle a foundational
pillar of our electoral system: the constitutionally enshrined 30-day voter registration framework.
Its passage would effectively strip this critical safeguard from our state's supreme legal
document, granting unfettered discretion over voter registration deadlines to transient legislative
majorities.

Electoral processes, which are the very bedrock of democratic legitimacy, demand unwavering
stability and predictability. They must be insulated from the shifting tides of partisan advantage,
ensuring that every citizen understands the rules of engagement well in advance. Allowing such
fundamental aspects to be altered by simple statute would introduce an unacceptable degree of
instability, foster confusion among the electorate, and inevitably erode public trust in the
integrity of our elections.

It is imperative to underscore that the state of Rhode Island already proudly offers an expansive
and inclusive array of options for civic participation. With robust provisions for early voting,
convenient mail ballots, accessible online registration, and even same-day registration for
presidential elections, our state has demonstrated a clear commitment to fostering broad voter
access. Therefore, the underlying concern here is not one of access; rather, it is about
safeguarding a vital constitutional mechanism designed to uphold the orderliness and accuracy
of our electoral contests.

Amending our Constitution is a solemn act, reserved for strengthening the foundational
principles of our governance and unequivocally enhancing public confidence. I contend that S-
2132 falls far short of this elevated standard. Instead, it risks undermining the very predictability
and trust essential for a healthy democracy, replacing constitutional certainty with legislative
vulnerability.

I implore the Committee to prioritize the long-term stability and perceived fairness of our
democratic institutions over a measure that, in my considered opinion, would only serve to
introduce instability and doubt. Thank you for your rigorous deliberation on this critical matter.
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