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March 25, 2026

The Honorable Jacob Bissaillon

Chair

Senate Municipal Government and Housing
State House

Providence, RI

RE: Narragansett Bay Commission; 2026 Senate Bill 2704; Proposing Amendments
Dear Chairperson Bissaillon and Members of the Committee:

Thank you for considering the Narragansett Bay Commission’s (NBC) position on 2026 Senate Bill
2704. I am writing to express NBC’s concerns with S2704 and respectfully request that the Committee
incorporate the proposed language that would address these concerns.

NBC maintains hundreds, if not thousands of utility easements throughout its district. Because these
easements traverse a wide variety of suburban communities, it is impossible for NBC to determine in
advance which, if any, of them might be later designated as a “special way” by the state, a municipality,
or a quasi-public corporation.

As S2704 is currently written, it could unintentionally restrict NBC’s longstanding rights and obligations
to keep its easements free of brush and vegetation and to respond promptly to emergencies with
necessary repairs. To protect these critical utility functions while fully supporting the preservation goals
of this legislation, NBC proposes the following language, which is underlined in red ink, be added to
§37-6-31(d):

(d) An ordinance or regulation adopted pursuant to this section may
regulate, consistent with chapter 24 of title (“zoning ordinance”) and
chapter 22.2 of title 45 (“Rhode Island comprehensive planning and land
use act”), the use and access to the special way including, but not limited
to, reasonable limitations on the following activities related to the special
way: provided, however, that nothing in this section shall limit or restrict
the rights of any utility company or its agents to perform any of the
otherwise restricted activities in furtherance of its rights to maintain,
repair, clear the easement area, or otherwise exercise its legal rights under
a utility easement:
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The NBC respectfully requests consideration of the proposed changes to S2704. Thank you for the
opportunity to comment.

Sincerely, ,
Jennifer J. Harrington, Esquir %
General Counsel and Legislative Liaison



