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4pri12,2026

Senate Committee on Health and Human Services

53156 . Supportletters

Dear Senator Murray and members of the committee:

The following are letters of support from multiple dentists who are members of the Rhode Island
Dental Association. As a unified organization, we would appreciate your support in moving this
bill forward for a vote.

Respectfu lly Submitted,

Dr. Eric Ricci
Dr. John Ricci
Dr. Christina Popov
Dr. Paulo Da Rosa
Dr. Paul Calitri
Dr. Frank DeQuattro
Dr. Jennifer Torbett
Dr. Sarah Green
Dr. Robert Varone
Dr. Christina DiComes
Dr. Les Prasad
Dr. Daniel Eves
Dr. Sarah Eager
Dr. Kisten Romani
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March 3t], ?036

Setrate Com,rnittee on Health and Human fierwces

Re: 53156 - $upporl

Dear Chairperson: Murray and rrrernbsrs of the qomn'rittse. I *rn writing this letter asking yr:u tt:

suppurt 53156 because drlntists should n*t have to pay to receive the reimbursei:nerlt$ they have

alpady,earned.

Tcday,'r;nany practices are steered into virtual credit card paynrents that cilrry llrocessing fees.

Those fbes take a percentage of evc'ry reimbursement, and aver time that lcss adcls up _- often

thausands ofdollars a year that could support patient care and basic operating costs.

This bill sn$ures dentists have a,;ces$ to no-cost payment options'** paperchecks, ACt{, and

EFT - sc virtual sredit cards are no longer the unly option that appears "'tiee." Removing added

fces flom standard payment rneftods prevents steedns and restores faimess to how provielers

rsceive their reirnbursem ents.

Beyond the finanoial loss, the current system $re&te$ operational straiu. Staff spend time

navigating portals, disputing fbes, or requcsting altematives that still corne with cests. These

cxtra steps add adrninistrative burden to practices already managir:g scheduling, patient care,

cornpll ance, and insurance processing.

Insurance reimbursemont sh*ultl go to patient c&re, no{ t$ payment procesuing fees. En,sllring thrt
payments reach their int$ndsd purpose is a struightfurrvard matter of'fhinres* and sound pttlicy.

This bill re$tnre$ a fuir and transp*rent palrrrlent l:)roces$. lt aligns paym*nt practices with the

hasic principles ,;f in*urance and keeps pati$nt sarc at thc uenter $l'every clollar. I respectfully

urg€ .vour: support ptrti$sge of this bill.
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