From: Amanda Downing Carney

To: Slegislation

Subject: Support for S3066 and S3065 — Children’s Mobile Response and Stabilization Services (MRSS)
Date: Monday, March 23, 2026 12:52:31 PM

Attachments: Outlook-opw5izpl.png

You don't often get email from adcarney@trinityrep.com. Learn why this is important

Good afternoon Chairwoman Lawson and members of the Committee:

My name is Amanda and | am the parent of a 15-year-old child here in Rhode Island. | am
writing today in strong support of S3066 and S3065, because families like mine need a
system we can rely on when our children are in crisis.

Like many families, we have experienced moments where our child was struggling
emotionally or behaviorally, and we didn’t know where to turn. In those moments, what
matters most is having someone respond quickly, come to your home, and help stabilize
the situation—without delays, confusion, or barriers. Too often, families are left
navigating a complicated system, making multiple calls, or ending up in the emergency
room because there are no other options.

What makes S3066 so important is that it supports a system where help is available no
matter what kind of insurance a family has—or if they have insurance at all. As a parent, |
can tell you that in a crisis, the last thing you are thinking about is whether services will
be covered, whether prior authorization is needed, or whether you can afford it. You just
want help for your child.

By creating a funding model that brings payers together, this bill helps ensure that
services like Mobile Response and Stabilization are available to all families, when they
need them most. It also helps make sure that the people providing these services can
continue to be there for families, instead of programs closing or being unavailable due to
funding issues.

When families don’t have access to this kind of support, situations can escalate quickly.
Children may end up in emergency rooms, hospitals, or even out-of-home placements
that could have been avoided with the right help at the right time. That is not what any
parent wants for their child.

S3066 is about creating a system that meets families where they are—in their homes, in
their communities, and in their most difficult moments. It gives parents like me peace of
mind knowing that we are not alone, and that there is a team we can call who will show
up and help.

The TIDES Team gave us support when we needed it and | am proud to help support
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them now. When our children and families are given the resources they need with as
little stress as possible we are holistically supporting our communities and our futures.

Respectfully Submitted,

Amanda Downing Carney & Joe Carney

Amanda Downing Carney
she/her
Costume Director
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