
Chair Melissa A. Murray   April 9, 2026 

Senate Health & Human Services 
Committee 

 

Rhode Island State House  

RE: Testimony in support of Senate Bill 2853, Healthcare Facilities and Sexual Assault 

Dear Chair Murray and Members of the Committee: 

On behalf of Sojourner House, we write in strong support of S2853 which would ensure that any healthcare 
facility that provides emergency care to patients is required to provide accurate information about 
emergency contraception, how to access it, and access to it if requested for victims of sexual assault. 

For 50 years, Sojourner House, a non-profit based in Providence but now providing services across the state, 
has served thousands of victims and survivors of domestic abuse, sexual violence, and human 
trafficking. We offer wraparound services such as support groups, emergency shelter, transitional and 
permanent supportive housing, sexual health advocacy, and emotional support.  

Survivors of sexual assault often come into contact with the healthcare system at one of the most traumatic 
moments of their lives where those facilities can either help or hinder a survivor seeking support.i The care 
they receive in that moment can have lasting consequences for their physical health, emotional well-being, 
and sense of autonomy. 

Senate Bill 2853 ensures that survivors are provided with timely, accurate information about emergency 
contraception and, critically, that they are able to access it immediately if they choose. This is an essential 
component of comprehensive, trauma-informed care.ii From our work with survivors, we know barriers to 
accessing emergency contraception are real and consequential. Lack of information about options, limited 
ability to return to follow-up appointments, transportation barriers, and/or control or surveillance by an 
abusive partner or trafficker are especially prevalent among the most vulnerable survivors.iii 

Emergency contraception is time-sensitive and information about it is imperative to ensure survivors 
have full autonomy over their own decisions following sexual assault.iv Even very short delays can 
eliminate the option for emergency contraception entirely. By ensuring access at the point of care, this bill 
removes a significant and preventable barrier. Survivors deserve the ability to make informed decisions 
about their own bodies in the immediate aftermath of an assault. Providing information and access 
respects that autonomy without imposing any requirement on the survivor. Survivors of human trafficking 
and intimate partner violence may be at heightened risk of reproductive coercion.v,vi Ensuring access to 
emergency contraception can be a critical intervention point for individuals who may otherwise have very 
limited control over their reproductive health. 

Importantly, S2853 builds on existing obligations for emergency care and clarifies that this aspect of care 
must be consistently available. It promotes a standard of care that is compassionate, equitable, and 
responsive to the realities survivors face and we therefore, respectfully urge the Committee to support 
Senate Bill 2853. 
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