
Town of East Greenwich

State of Rhode Island

RESOLUTION OF THE TOWN COUNCIL

NO. 2026. 08

SUPPORTING THE IMPLEMENTATION OF THE RHODE ISLAND

BLUE RIBBON COMMISSION ON EDUCATION FUNDING RECOMMENDATIONS

WHEREAS, the Town of East Greenwich recognizes that a high- quality, equitable public education system is
essential to the long-term economic vitality, social well-being, and civic strength of the State of Rhode Island
and its municipalities; and

WHEREAS, the Blue Ribbon Commission' s report, " Equalizing Opportunity: Creating a Fair and
Transparent Funding System for Rhode Island' s Public Schools, " represents one of the most comprehensive

evaluations of the State' s education funding system in more than a decade; and

WHEREAS, the report finds that Rhode Island' s current education funding system, while improved since its
adoption approximately fifteen ( 15) years ago, remains outdated, insufficient, and inequitable, with significant
limitations in transparency, predictability, and fair distribution of fiscal responsibility; and

WHEREAS, municipalities, including the Town of East Greenwich, continue to bear disproportionate
financial burdens for essential educational costs, including but not limited to transportation, building
maintenance, special education, and legacy teacher pension obligations; and

WHEREAS, the Commission identifies the need for a modernized, student-centered funding framework
grounded in the principles of sufficiency, equity, transparency, predictability, accountability,
comprehensiveness, and fairness in fiscal burden; and

WHEREAS, the Commission' s recommendations provide a clear, actionable roadmap for reform through
four primary structural improvements:

1.  Accounting for the full cost of education and equitably sharing those costs between the State and
municipalities;

2.  Aligning funding with individual student needs through enhanced and more accurate weighting factors;
3.  Establishing local contributions based on each municipality' s ability to pay; and
4.   Strengthening fiscal responsibility, transparency, and strategic financial management; and

WHEREAS, key proposed reforms include expanding the Core Instruction Amount into a comprehensive
Core Education Amount( CEA) that reflects the true cost of delivering education, including transportation,
facilities, and specialized services; and
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