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Marygrace Heywood  Larocque

From: Scott Callas <scott.callas@gmail.com>
Sent: Sunday, March 29, 2026 1:19 PM
To: Senate Finance
Subject: SUPPORT (S3013) - Car Inspection Fee Increase

Dear Chair DiPalma and Committee members,  
 
My name is Scott Callas. I live in Providence, and I am writing in support of Bill S3013.  
 
It has been over 10 years since regular gas-powered car inspection fees were increased in Rhode Island, while 
we have added much higher taxes and fees to electric vehicles. We need to ensure we are not 
disproportionately allowing increases on some and not equitably across the board. We see our state struggling 
to provide an accessible public transit system and also our small businesses struggling financially, which both 
are great contributors to Rhode Island’s economic successes. This bill will ensure both have more funding to 
ensure a better pathway to a more prosperous future.  
 
As a transit rider and supporter, I am relying on you to support this simple solution for increasing revenue and 
ridership for RIPTA. Securing new and diverse funding streams that do not rely on the federal government or 
declining gas tax revenue will not only achieve financial stability, but allow for the expansion of service to meet 
the needs of a growing population that requires access to the affordable and sustainable travel option that 
public transit provides. 
 
 
Let me be direct. This fee increase would affect me, as I own a car that has to be inspected. I am happy to 
bear this minor cost to more securely fund our critical public transportation system. I am sure you will hear 
testimony from other car owners opposed to any increase, as owning a car is already expensive enough. And 
that is the point. Our underfunded public transit system mandates reliance on an expensive, depreciating 
asset. This fee increase is a drop in the bucket compared to the overall cost, and it could help eliminate the 
requirement entirely for many Rhode Islanders to own a car. Who wouldn't pay an extra $20 now to avoid 
paying thousands yearly in the future? 
 
I urge you to support Senator Vargas’ S3013, to increase revenue for RIPTA, while also helping the 
businesses receive an increase so that they can afford to perform inspections. This gives Rhode Island 
residents access to affordable transportation and provides sustainable funding for public transit to thrive. 
 
Sincerely,  
 
 
Scott Callas 
74 Yorkshire St, Providence, RI 
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