Testimony in opposition to S7127: Renewable Energy Standard
Dr. Hans Scholl, 71 Fales Avenue, Barrington, RI 02806
Date of Hearing: May 12, 2026

To Chair DiPalma and the honorable Members of the Senate Finance Committee:
| oppose the bill out of the following reasons:

« With continuation of the current global reality! and trend?:3, solar, wind and battery storage
have become the least expensive technologies to generate electricity, which makes
extending the timeline of the Standard unnecessary and counterproductive.

» Extending the timeline will lock Rhode Islanders for much longer into polluting and more
and more unaffordable “natural” methane gas and oil as energy sources.

« Bill H8519 is a much better alternative to allow for nuclear energy and large-scale hydro
electric energy as eligible zero-emission energy resources. H8519 retains the Standard’s
2033 goal, which gives us almost eight years to reach 100% electricity from renewable
and non-emitting resources and to steadily increase the share of renewables in the mix.
With focused and diligent leadership and implementation of our Rhode Island 2025
Climate Action Strategy we will be able to get there on time. There is no need to extend
the Standard beyond 2033.

Please do NOT bring the S7127 to a vote, but consider passing a sister bill to H8519.

Thank you very much for considering my input.

Mo, Ut

Dr. Hans Scholl Apr 11, 2026
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