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The Economic Progress Institute strongly supports Senator Mack’s SJR-2237, which 

would authorize the appropriation of the sum of $3,000,000 to the Rhode Island Food Bank. 

Rhode Island’s affordability crisis combined with H.R.1’s cuts to the Supplemental Nutrition 

Assistance Program (SNAP) are limiting access to food for too many Rhode Islanders. 

 

All Rhode Islanders deserve access to nutritional food. With the rising cost of housing, gas, 

healthcare, and most basic goods and services, households have been increasingly struggling 

to put food on the table. In the Northeast Region, food prices rose by 3.7% in the last year, and 

Rhode Islanders are really feeling the impact of this.1 According to the annual RI Life Index 

survey, 44% of respondents said they experienced some level of household food insecurity in 

the last year.2 According to research by the Rhode Island Community Food Bank, 38% of 

Rhode Island households were food insecure in 2025, and rates were higher among households 

of color. Forty seven percent of Black households and 55% of Latino households experienced 

food insecurity last year.3 

H.R.1 will also impact thousands of Rhode Islanders’ access to SNAP due to eligibility and work 

requirement changes. About 14,000 Rhode Islanders are at risk of losing some food assistance, 

and approximately 2,300 Rhode Islanders will completely lose access to SNAP. Refugees, 

asylum seekers, victims of abuse, and other non-citizens are at the highest risk of losing access 

to SNAP. Adults with children over 14 years of age, homeless individuals, veterans, and foster 

care adults under the age of 24 are also at a high risk of losing access to SNAP benefits 

because of new work requirements.4 

We believe that a more effective and sustainable solution would be to fill the gaps in SNAP that 

H.R.1 has created and reverse the harmful changes to work requirements. However, in the 

meantime, thousands of Rhode Islanders need access to food. A $3,000,000 appropriation to 

the RI food bank would make a meaningful impact in the lives of many Rhode Islanders who are 

 
1 Consumer Price Index, Northeast Region (February 2026) - US Bureau of Labor Statistics 
2 Rhode Islanders Report Challenges With Cost of Living, Access to Affordable Housing, and Nutritious 
Food – News from Brown (February, 2026) 
3 Assessing Hunger in Rhode Island: 2025 Updates and the Rhode Island Community Food Bank’s 
Spring Initiatives 
4 Economic Progress Institute – How H.R.1 Will Impact Rhode Islanders 

http://www.economicprogressri.org/
mailto:info@economicprogressri.org
https://www.bls.gov/regions/mid-atlantic/news-release/consumerpriceindex_northeast.htm#:~:text=The%20Consumer%20Price%20Index%20for,View%20Chart%20Data
https://www.brown.edu/news/2026-02-04/ri-life-index
https://www.brown.edu/news/2026-02-04/ri-life-index
https://rifoodbank.org/assessing-hunger-in-rhode-island-2025-updates-and-the-rhode-island-community-food-banks-spring-initiatives/
https://rifoodbank.org/assessing-hunger-in-rhode-island-2025-updates-and-the-rhode-island-community-food-banks-spring-initiatives/
https://economicprogressri.org/publications/infographic-h-r-1-obbbas-impacts-on-ri


       www.economicprogressri.org 

 
 

600 Mt Pleasant Avenue, Bldg #9, Providence, RI 02908 info@economicprogressri.org 401.456.8512 

struggling to meet their basic needs. The Economic Progress Institute strongly supports 

SJR-2237. 
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