


March 12, 2026
The Honorable Louis P. DiPalma
Page 2

Rhode Island’s state institutions of higher education exemplify a shared
commitment to providing students with access to cutting-edge research, hands-on learning
opportunities, and high-quality teaching. From the University of Rhode Island’s
achievement of the prestigious R1 Carnegie Classification to Rhode Island College’s
launch of the Institute for Cybersecurity & Emerging Technologies, we are witnessing a
powerful transformation of these institutions into modern academic centers—driven by
forward-thinking leadership, whose efforts are reshaping the schools to meet the demands
of the future.

It is imperative the state continues to maintain this momentum by investing in
these. Such an investment supports the students currently enrolled, those yet to come, and
the long-term economic strength and competitiveness of the state. Thank you for your
continued support and commitment to the future of higher education in Rhode Island.

Sincerely,
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DONATO A. BIANCO, JR.
Vice President and
New England Regional Manager
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cc:  Members of the Senate Committee on Finance
The Honorable Valarie J. Lawson, President of the Senate
Stephen Whitney, Senate Fiscal Advisor




