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560 Jefferson Boulevard, Warwick, RI 02886
Telephone: (401) 889-5555 Fax: (401) 889-5533

Elizabeth Dwyer Timothy P. McLaughlin
Director State Fire Marshal
Department of Business Regulation Office of the State Fire Marshal

March 10, 2026

Judy Sullivan

Committee Clerk

State House

Providence, Rhode Island 02903

RE: 2647 — 4n Act Relating to Health and Safety — Commercial Kitchen Exhaust System Inspection
and Cleaning, Licensing and Certification Act

Dear Chair Britto:
[ write on behalf of the Office of the State Fire Marshal (OSFM) in support of S 2647.

Currently, the OSFM has limited authority to enforce inspection and cleaning requirements pertaining to
commercial kitchen exhaust systems. This industry has little to no oversight in the State of Rhode Island,
and commercial kitchen exhaust system inspection and cleaning services remain largely unregulated.

This bill would establish oversight and require companies performing inspection and cleaning operations
in Rhode Island to be properly licensed and certified in commercial kitchen exhaust system inspection
and cleaning.

The passage of this legislation will enhance life safety and building safety throughout the State of Rhode
Island.

Respectfully submitted,

&

David Pastore
Chief Deputy Marshal
Office of the State Fire Marshal



