
 
 

STATE OF RHODE ISLAND AND PROVIDENCE PLANTATIONS 
 

 

 
 

JANUARY SESSION of the General Assembly begun and held at the State House in the City of 
Providence on Tuesday, the first day of January in the year of Our Lord two thousand and thirteen. 

 
Volume 140, No.8 Wednesday, January 16, 2013 Eighth Legislative Day 

 

The Senate meets pursuant to adjournment and is called to order by the Honorable M. Teresa 
Paiva Weed, President of the Senate, at 4:28 o’clock P.M. 

The roll is called and a quorum is declared present with 38 Senators present and 0 Senator absent 
as follows: 

PRESENT – 38: The Honorable President Paiva Weed and Senators Algiere, Archambault, Bates, 
Ciccone, Conley, Cool Rumsey, Cote, Crowley, DaPonte, DiPalma, Doyle, Felag, Fogarty, Gallo, 
Goldin, Goodwin, Hodgson, Jabour, Kettle, Lombardi, Lombardo, Lynch, McCaffrey, Metts, 
Miller, Nesselbush, O'Neill, Ottiano, Pearson, Picard, Pichardo, Raptakis, Ruggerio, Satchell, 
Sheehan, Sosnowski, Walaska. 

ABSENT – 0:  

INVOCATION 
 

The Honorable President, by unanimous consent, presents Senator Sosnowski to deliver the 
invocation.  

(See Appendix for Invocation) 
 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE TO THE FLAG 

The Honorable President, by unanimous consent, presents Senator Sosnowski to lead the Senate in 
the pledge of allegiance to the flag. 

APPROVAL OF RECORD 

The Senate Journal of the sixth and seventh Legislative Day of the 2013 proceedings is read in 
part.  
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Upon suggestion of Senator Sosnowski and by unanimous consent, further reading of the Journal 
is dispensed with and the Journal approved as recorded. 

     
COMMUNICATION 

The Honorable President presents the following communication: 

STATE OF RHODE ISLAND AND PROVIDENCE PLANTATIONS 
STATE HOUSE 

 
January 16, 2013 
 
Mr. Joseph Brady 
Clerk of the Rhode Island State Senate  
 
Dear Mr. Brady: 
 
 This notice is being sent pursuant to RIGL 22-3-3 to advise the Rhode Island Senate that the House of 
Representatives met on January 1, 2013 and elected Gordon D. Fox to the position of Speaker of the House. The 
House is now duly organized and ready to proceed with the business of the session. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Francis McCabe 
Clerk of the Rhode Island House of Representatives 

 
Read and ordered to be placed on file. 

 
 
 

NEW BUSINESS 
 

Senate Bill No. 8 
(by request) 
BY Sosnowski 
ENTITLED, AN ACT RELATING TO COMMERCIAL LAW - CHILDREN'S WIRELESS 
PROTECTION ACT 
   {LC249/1} 
 
Read and ordered to the Committee on Corporations. 
 
Also: 
 
Senate Bill No. 9 
BY Miller 
ENTITLED, AN ACT RELATING TO COMMERCIAL LAW--GENERAL REGULATORY 
PROVISIONS 
   {LC368/1} 
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Read and ordered to the Committee on Corporations. 
 
Also: 
 
Senate Resolution No. 10 
BY DiPalma, Ruggerio, Ciccone, Goodwin, Sheehan 
ENTITLED, SENATE RESOLUTION RESPECTFULLY URGING CONGRESS TO ENACT 
H.R. 1489, THE  "RETURN TO PRUDENT BANKING ACT OF 2011" 
   {LC162/1} 
 
Read and ordered to the Committee on Corporations. 
 
Also: 
 
Senate Bill No. 11 
BY Bates, DiPalma, Walaska, Lombardo, Ruggerio 
ENTITLED, AN ACT RELATING TO TAXATION - FRANCHISE TAX 
   {LC86/1} 
 
Read and ordered to the Committee on Corporations. 
 
Also: 
 
 
Senate Bill No. 12 
BY Gallo, Lombardi, Lynch, DaPonte 
ENTITLED, AN ACT RELATING TO EDUCATION - OFFENSES PERTAINING TO 
SCHOOLS 
   {LC315/1} 
 
Read and ordered to the Committee on Education. 
 
Also: 
 
Senate Bill No. 13 
(By Request) 
BY Algiere, Cool Rumsey 
ENTITLED, AN ACT RELATING TO EDUCATION - THE EDUCATION EQUITY AND 
PROPERTY TAX RELIEF ACT 
   {LC314/1} 
 
Read and ordered to the Committee on Education. 
 
Also: 
 
Senate Bill No. 14 
BY DiPalma, Gallo, Metts, Ottiano, O`Neill 
ENTITLED, AN ACT RELATING TO EDUCATION -- HEALTH AND SAFETY 
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   {LC204/1} 
 
Read and ordered to the Committee on Education. 
 
Also: 
 
Senate Bill No. 15 
BY Kettle, Jabour, Sosnowski, Hodgson 
ENTITLED, AN ACT RELATING TO FOOD AND DRUGS - RAW MILK 
   {LC326/1} 
 
Read and ordered to the Committee on Environment and Agriculture. 
 
Also: 
 
Senate Bill No. 16 
BY Algiere, Bates, Kettle, Ottiano, Hodgson 
ENTITLED, AN ACT RELATING TO PUBLIC FINANCE -- STATE BUDGET 
   {LC149/1} 
 
Read and ordered to the Committee on Finance. 
 
Also: 
 
Senate Bill No. 17 
BY Ciccone, Felag, DiPalma, Lombardi, McCaffrey 
ENTITLED, AN ACT RELATING TO PUBLIC OFFICERS AND EMPLOYEES - 
RETIREMENT SYSTEM - ADMINISTRATION 
   {LC224/1} 
 
Read and ordered to the Committee on Finance. 
 
Also: 
 
Senate Bill No. 18 
BY Felag, DiPalma, Cool Rumsey, Sosnowski, Ottiano 
ENTITLED, AN ACT RELATING TO TAXATION -- ESTATE AND TRANSFER TAXES--
ENFORCEMENT AND COLLECTION 
   {LC229/1} 
 
Read and ordered to the Committee on Finance. 
 
Also: 
 
Senate Bill No. 19 
BY DaPonte, DiPalma, Felag 
ENTITLED, AN ACT RELATING TO PUBLIC FINANCE - PUBLIC CORPORATION DEBT 
MANAGEMENT 
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   {LC487/1} 
 
Read and ordered to the Committee on Finance. 
 
Also: 
 
Senate Bill No. 20 
BY Felag, Paiva Weed, Ottiano, Bates, DiPalma 
ENTITLED, AN ACT RELATING TO HIGHWAYS 
   {LC251/1} 
 
Read and ordered to the Committee on Finance. 
 
Also: 
 
Senate Bill No. 21 
BY DiPalma, DaPonte, Sosnowski, O`Neill, Sheehan 
ENTITLED, AN ACT RELATING TO TOWNS AND CITIES -- AUDIT OF ACCOUNTS 
AND INSTALLATION OF SYSTEMS 
   {LC105/1} 
 
Read and ordered to the Committee on Finance. 
 
Also: 
 
Senate Bill No. 22 
BY O`Neill, Bates, Algiere, Hodgson, Sheehan 
ENTITLED, AN ACT RELATING TO TAXATION -- ESTATE TAX 
   {LC183/1} 
 
Read and ordered to the Committee on Finance. 
 
Also: 
 
Senate Bill No. 23 
BY Bates, Walaska, Ottiano, Cote, Hodgson 
ENTITLED, AN ACT RELATING TO TAXATION - PERSONAL INCOME TAX 
   {LC6/1} 
 
Read and ordered to the Committee on Finance. 
 
Also: 
 
Senate Bill No. 24 
BY O`Neill, Bates, Cote, Lombardo, DaPonte 
ENTITLED, AN ACT RELATING TO SALES AND USE TAXES - LIABILITY AND 
COMPUTATION 
   {LC189/1} 
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Read and ordered to the Committee on Finance. 
 
Also: 
 
Senate Bill No. 25 
BY Raptakis, Miller, McCaffrey, Algiere, Lynch 
ENTITLED, AN ACT RELATING TO ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGES - TAXATION OF 
BEVERAGES 
   {LC101/1} 
 
Read and ordered to the Committee on Finance. 
 
Also: 
 
Senate Bill No. 26 
BY Archambault 
ENTITLED, AN ACT RELATING TO BRYANT UNIVERSITY 
   {LC52/1} 
 
Read and ordered to the Committee on Finance. 
 
Also: 
 
Senate Bill No. 27 
BY Miller 
ENTITLED, AN ACT RELATING TO EDUCATION -- BOARD OF GOVERNORS FOR 
HIGHER EDUCATION 
   {LC358/1} 
 
Read and ordered to the Committee on Finance. 
 
Also: 
 
Senate Bill No. 28 
BY Bates, Walaska, O`Neill, Cote, Hodgson 
ENTITLED, AN ACT RELATING TO TAXATION - SALES AND USE TAXES - LIABILITY 
AND COMPUTATION 
   {LC35/1} 
 
Read and ordered to the Committee on Finance. 
 
Also: 
 
Senate Bill No. 29 
BY Crowley, Miller, Sosnowski, Jabour, Pearson 
ENTITLED, AN ACT RELATING TO STATE AFFAIRS AND GOVERNMENT -- 
MEDICAID FRAUD AND WASTE PREVENTION 
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   {LC20/1} 
 
Read and ordered to the Committee on Health and Human Services. 
 
Also: 
 
Senate Bill No. 30 
BY DiPalma 
ENTITLED, AN ACT VALIDATING AND RATIFYING AMENDMENTS TO THE HOME 
RULE CHARTER OF THE TOWN OF MIDDLETOWN 
   {LC294/1} 
 
Read and ordered to the Committee on Housing and Municipal Government. 
 
Also: 
 
Senate Bill No. 31 
BY Bates, Walaska, O`Neill, Cote, Sosnowski 
ENTITLED, AN ACT RELATING TO TAXATION -- LEVY AND ASSESSMENT OF 
LOCAL TAXES 
   {LC85/1} 
 
Read and ordered to the Committee on Housing and Municipal Government. 
 
Also: 
 
Senate Bill No. 32 
BY Kettle 
ENTITLED, AN ACT VALIDATING AND RATIFYING AMENDMENTS TO THE HOME 
RULE CHARTER OF THE TOWN OF FOSTER 
   {LC317/1} 
 
Read and ordered to the Committee on Housing and Municipal Government. 
 
Also: 
 
Senate Bill No. 33 
BY Sheehan, Cote, Sosnowski, Hodgson 
ENTITLED, AN ACT VALIDATING AND RATIFYING AMENDMENTS TO HOME RULE 
CHARTER OF THE TOWN OF NORTH KINGSTOWN 
   {LC133/1} 
 
Read and ordered to the Committee on Housing and Municipal Government. 
 
Also: 
 
Senate Bill No. 34 
BY Sosnowski 
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ENTITLED, AN ACT RELATING TO SOLEMNIZATION OF MARRIAGES 
   {LC485/1} 
 
Read and ordered to the Committee on Judiciary. 
 
Also: 
 
Senate Bill No. 35 
BY Sheehan, Cote, Sosnowski 
ENTITLED, AN ACT RELATING TO SOLEMNIZATION OF MARRIAGES 
   {LC330/1} 
 
Read and ordered to the Committee on Judiciary. 
 
Also: 
 
Senate Bill No. 36 
BY DiPalma 
ENTITLED, AN ACT RELATING TO SOLEMNIZATION OF MARRIAGES 
   {LC272/1} 
 
Read and ordered to the Committee on Judiciary. 
 
Also: 
 
Senate Bill No. 37 
BY DiPalma 
ENTITLED, AN ACT RELATING TO SOLEMNIZATION OF MARRIAGES 
   {LC262/1} 
 
Read and ordered to the Committee on Judiciary. 
 
Also: 
 
Senate Bill No. 38 
BY Nesselbush, Sosnowski, Miller, Pichardo, Ottiano 
ENTITLED, AN ACT RELATING TO DOMESTIC RELATIONS -- PERSONS ELIGIBLE TO 
MARRY 
   {LC55/1} 
 
Read and ordered to the Committee on Judiciary. 
 
Also: 
 
Senate Bill No. 39 
BY Bates, O`Neill, Lombardo, Kettle, Hodgson 
ENTITLED, AN ACT RELATING TO ELECTIONS -- SECRETARY OF STATE 
   {LC5/1} 
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Read and ordered to the Committee on Judiciary. 
 
Also: 
 
Senate Bill No. 40 
(By Request) 
BY Cote 
ENTITLED, AN ACT RELATING TO COURTS AND CIVIL PROCEDURE - PROCEDURE 
GENERALLY 
   {LC167/1} 
 
Read and ordered to the Committee on Judiciary. 
 
Also: 
 
Senate Bill No. 41 
BY Bates, Walaska, McCaffrey, Hodgson, Algiere 
ENTITLED, AN ACT RELATING TO CRIMINAL PROCEDURE -- DNA DETECTION OF 
SEXUAL AND VIOLENT OFFENDERS 
   {LC140/1} 
 
Read and ordered to the Committee on Judiciary. 
 
Also: 
 
Senate Bill No. 42 
BY DiPalma, Felag, Ottiano, Pichardo, Satchell 
ENTITLED, AN ACT RELATING TO MILITARY AFFAIRS - LEASE TERMINATIONS FOR 
ACTIVE DUTY MILITARY 
   {LC104/1} 
 
Read and ordered to the Committee on Judiciary. 
 
Also: 
 
Senate Bill No. 43 
BY Bates, McCaffrey, Algiere, Walaska, Miller 
ENTITLED, AN ACT RELATING TO DOMESTIC RELATIONS -- DIVORCE AND 
SEPARATION 
   {LC17/1} 
 
Read and ordered to the Committee on Judiciary. 
 
Also: 
 
Senate Bill No. 44 
BY Bates, O`Neill, Algiere, Lombardo, Kettle 
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ENTITLED,  
   {LC4/1} 
 
Read and ordered to the Committee on Judiciary. 
 
Also: 
 
Senate Bill No. 45 
BY O`Neill, Jabour, Lombardi, Archambault, Conley 
ENTITLED, AN ACT RELATING TO MOTOR AND OTHER VEHICLES - ACCIDENTS 
AND ACCIDENT REPORTS 
   {LC181/1} 
 
Read and ordered to the Committee on Judiciary. 
 
Also: 
 
Senate Bill No. 46 
BY Ruggerio, Bates, DiPalma, Jabour, Goodwin 
ENTITLED, AN ACT RELATING TO MOTOR AND OTHER VEHICLES -- ELECTRONIC 
CONFIRMATION AND COMPLIANCE SYSTEM 
   {LC282/1} 
 
Read and ordered to the Committee on Judiciary. 
 
Also: 
 
Senate Bill No. 47 
BY Sosnowski 
ENTITLED, AN ACT RELATING TO SOLEMNIZATION OF MARRIAGES 
   {LC476/1} 
 
Read and ordered to the Committee on Judiciary. 
 
Also: 
 
Senate Bill No. 48 
BY Jabour, Walaska 
ENTITLED, AN ACT RELATING TO SOLEMNIZATION OF MARRIAGES 
   {LC332/1} 
 
Read and ordered to the Committee on Judiciary. 
 
Also: 
 
Senate Bill No. 49 
BY DiPalma, Picard, Pearson, Ottiano, Sosnowski 
ENTITLED, AN ACT RELATING TO EDUCATION 
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   {LC108/1} 
 
Read and ordered to the Committee on Labor. 
 
Also: 
 
Senate Bill No. 50 
BY Conley, DaPonte 
ENTITLED, AN ACT RELATING TO SOLEMNIZATION OF MARRIAGES 
   {LC268/1} 
 
Read and ordered to the Committee on Judiciary. 
 
Also: 
 
Senate Bill No. 51 
BY Ciccone, Felag, DiPalma, Lombardi, McCaffrey 
ENTITLED, AN ACT RELATING TO PUBLIC OFFICERS AND EMPLOYEES -- SICK 
LEAVE 
   {LC225/1} 
 
Read and ordered to the Committee on Labor. 
 
Also: 
 
Senate Bill No. 52 
BY Lombardi, Doyle, Goodwin, McCaffrey, Ciccone 
ENTITLED, AN ACT RELATING TO LABOR AND LABOR RELATIONS -- WORKERS' 
COMPENSATION -- GENERAL PROVISIONS 
   {LC284/1} 
 
Read and ordered to the Committee on Labor. 
 
Also: 
 
Senate Bill No. 53 
BY Kettle, Ottiano, Cote, Bates, O`Neill 
ENTITLED, AN ACT RELATING TO MOTOR AND OTHER VEHICLES - REGISTRATION 
OF VEHICLES - GOLD STAR FAMILY PLATE 
   {LC231/1} 
 
Read and ordered to the Committee on Special Legislation and Veterans Affairs. 
 
Also: 
 
Senate Resolution No. 54 
BY Sosnowski, Crowley, DiPalma, Felag, Gallo 
ENTITLED, SENATE RESOLUTION CREATING A SPECIAL LEGISLATIVE 
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COMMISSION TO STUDY THE DIVERSION OF FOOD WASTE FROM THE CENTRAL 
LANDFILL 
   {LC176/1} 
 
Read and ordered to the Committee on Special Legislation and Veterans Affairs. 
 
Also: 
 
Senate Bill No. 55 
BY Goodwin, Ruggerio, Paiva Weed, Algiere, McCaffrey 
ENTITLED, AN ACT RELATING TO GENERAL ASSEMBLY -- JOINT COMMITTEE ON 
LEGISLATIVE SERVICES 
   {LC286/1} 
 
Read and ordered to the Committee on Special Legislation and Veterans Affairs. 
 
Also: 
 
Senate Bill No. 56 
BY Algiere 
ENTITLED, AN ACT TO VACATE THE FORFEITURE OR REVOCATION OF THE 
CHARTER 403 ATLANTIC AVENUE, LLC 
   {LC164/1} 
 
Read and ordered to be placed on the Consent Calendar. 
 
Also: 
 
Senate Resolution No. 57 
BY Sosnowski, Algiere, Hodgson, Raptakis, Sheehan 
ENTITLED, SENATE RESOLUTION CONGRATULATING THE HONORABLE MYRNA 
GEORGE ON BEING HONORED WITH THE “MARY BRENNAN TOURISM AWARD” 
   {LC331/1} 
 
Read and ordered to be placed on the Consent Calendar. 
 
Also: 
 
Senate Bill No. 58 
BY Sosnowski, Crowley, DiPalma, Felag, Gallo 
ENTITLED, AN ACT RELATING TO TAXATION--SALES AND USE TAXES  -- 
LIABILITY AND COMPUTATION 
   {LC56/1} 
 
Read and ordered to the Committee on Corporations. 
 
Also: 
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Senate Bill No. 59 
BY Bates 
ENTITLED, AN ACT TO VACATE THE FORFEITURE OR REVOCATION OF THE 
CHARTER OF ORGANIZATIONAL SOLUTIONS, INC. 
   {LC447/1} 
 
Read and ordered to be placed on the Consent Calendar. 
 
Also: 
 
Senate Bill No. 60 
BY Fogarty 
ENTITLED, AN ACT RELATING TO PUBLIC UTILITIES AND CARRIERS -- 
EXCAVATION NEAR UNDERGROUND UTILITY FACILITIES -- COSTS 
   {LC432/1} 
Read and ordered to the Committee on Corporations. 
 
Also: 
 
Senate Bill No. 61 
BY Sheehan, Lynch, Miller, Lombardi, Pearson 
ENTITLED, AN ACT RELATING TO STATE AFFAIRS AND GOVERNMENT -- RHODE 
ISLAND REGULATORY REFORM ACT 
   {LC200/1} 
 
Read and ordered to the Committee on Corporations. 
 
Also: 
 
Senate Bill No. 62 
BY Crowley, Sosnowski, Miller, Jabour, Picard 
ENTITLED, AN ACT RELATING TO EDUCATION -- PRIVATE SCHOOLS 
   {LC383/1} 
 
Read and ordered to the Committee on Education. 
 
Also: 
 
Senate Bill No. 63 
BY Bates, Sosnowski, Walaska, Kettle, Ottiano 
ENTITLED, AN ACT RELATING TO STATE AFFAIRS AND GOVERNMENT - THE 
RHODE ISLAND RENEWABLE ENERGY COORDINATING BOARD 
   {LC3/1} 
 
Read and ordered to the Committee on Environment and Agriculture. 
 
Also: 
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Senate Bill No. 64 
BY Ciccone, Felag, DiPalma, Lombardi, McCaffrey 
ENTITLED, AN ACT RELATING TO ANIMALS AND ANIMAL HUSBANDRY -- 
CRUELTY TO ANIMALS 
   {LC223/1} 
 
Read and ordered to the Committee on Environment and Agriculture. 
 
Also: 
 
Senate Bill No. 65 
BY Bates, O`Neill, Algiere, Walaska, Felag 
ENTITLED, AN ACT RELATING TO TAXATION - ESTATE AND TRANSFER TAXES - 
COMPUTATION 
   {LC155/1} 
 
Read and ordered to the Committee on Finance. 
 
Also: 
 
Senate Bill No. 66 
BY Sosnowski, Crowley, DiPalma, Felag, Gallo 
ENTITLED, AN ACT RELATING TO TAXATION -- SALES TAX 
   {LC13/1} 
 
Read and ordered to the Committee on Finance. 
 
Also: 
 
Senate Bill No. 67 
BY Sosnowski, Crowley, DiPalma, Felag, Lynch 
ENTITLED, AN ACT RELATING TO TAXATION -- SALES TAX 
   {LC14/1} 
 
Read and ordered to the Committee on Finance. 
 
Also: 
 
Senate Bill No. 68 
BY DiPalma, Pichardo, Miller, Sosnowski, Goldin 
ENTITLED, AN ACT RELATING TO STATE AFFAIRS AND GOVERNMENT - 
ESTABLISHMENT OF THE COMMUNITY SENIOR SERVICES GRANT PROGRAM 
   {LC130/1} 
 
Read and ordered to the Committee on Finance. 
 
Also: 
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Senate Bill No. 69 
(by request) 
BY Cote 
ENTITLED, AN ACT RELATING TO TAXATION - SALES AND USE TAXES - LIABILITY 
AND COMPUTATION 
   {LC172/1} 
 
Read and ordered to the Committee on Finance. 
 
Also: 
 
Senate Bill No. 70 
BY Felag, Ruggerio, Hodgson, Pichardo, Lombardo 
ENTITLED, AN ACT RELATING TO TAXATION -- PERSONAL INCOME TAX 
   {LC186/1} 
 
Read and ordered to the Committee on Finance. 
 
Also: 
 
Senate Bill No. 71 
BY Kettle, Ottiano, Cote, O`Neill, Algiere 
ENTITLED, AN ACT RELATING TO TAXATION - BUSINESS CORPORATION TAX AND 
FRANCHISE TAX 
   {LC226/1} 
 
Read and ordered to the Committee on Finance. 
 
Also: 
 
Senate Bill No. 72 
BY Crowley, Sheehan, Lynch, Hodgson, Goodwin 
ENTITLED, AN ACT RELATING TO TAXATION -- ARTS DISTRICT 
   {LC381/1} 
 
Read and ordered to the Committee on Finance. 
 
Also: 
 
Senate Bill No. 73 
BY Walaska, Lynch 
ENTITLED, AN ACT RELATING TO STATE AFFAIRS AND GOVERNMENT - 
DISTRESSED AREAS ECONOMIC REVITALIZATION ACT 
   {LC417/1} 
 
Read and ordered to the Committee on Finance. 
 
Also: 
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Senate Bill No. 74 
BY Crowley, Sheehan, Lynch, Hodgson, Goodwin 
ENTITLED, AN ACT RELATING TO TAXATION - SALES TAX EXEMPTION 
   {LC387/1} 
 
Read and ordered to the Committee on Finance. 
 
Also: 
 
Senate Bill No. 75 
BY Crowley, Sheehan, Lynch, Hodgson, Goodwin 
ENTITLED, AN ACT RELATING TO TAXATION - PERSONAL INCOME TAX - 
ESTABLISHMENT OF ARTS DISTRICT 
   {LC391/1} 
 
Read and ordered to the Committee on Finance. 
 
Also: 
 
Senate Bill No. 76 
BY Sosnowski, Miller, Pichardo, Felag, Fogarty 
ENTITLED, AN ACT RELATING TO TOWNS AND CITIES -- ZONING ORDINANCES 
   {LC248/1} 
 
Read and ordered to the Committee on Housing and Municipal Government. 
 
Also: 
 
Senate Bill No. 77 
BY Doyle 
ENTITLED, AN ACT RELATING TO STATE AFFAIRS AND GOVERNMENT - 
DISTRESSED AREAS ECONOMIC REVITALIZATION ACT 
   {LC219/1} 
 
Read and ordered to the Committee on Housing and Municipal Government. 
 
Also: 
 
Senate Bill No. 78 
BY Sheehan, Cote, Sosnowski, Hodgson 
ENTITLED, AN ACT VALIDATING AND RATIFYING AMENDMENTS TO THE HOME 
RULE CHARTER OF THE TOWN OF NORTH KINGSTOWN 
   {LC135/1} 
 
Read and ordered to the Committee on Housing and Municipal Government. 
 
Also: 
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Senate Bill No. 79 
BY Ruggerio, Goodwin, Ciccone, Pichardo, Jabour 
ENTITLED, AN ACT RELATING TO COMMERCIAL LAW - GENERAL REGULATORY 
PROVISIONS -COPPER THEFT PREVENTION ACT 
   {LC281/1} 
 
Read and ordered to the Committee on Judiciary. 
 
Also: 
 
Senate Bill No. 80 
(by request) 
BY Cote 
ENTITLED, AN ACT RELATING TO COURTS AND CIVIL PROCEDURE - PROCEDURE 
IN PARTICULAR ACTIONS - JOINT AND SEVERAL LIABILITY 
   {LC170/1} 
 
Read and ordered to the Committee on Judiciary. 
 
Also: 
 
Senate Bill No. 81 
BY Felag, Walaska, McCaffrey, Bates, Jabour 
ENTITLED, AN ACT RELATING TO TAXATION - ESTATE AND TRANSFER TAXES - 
COMPUTATION 
   {LC182/1} 
 
Read and ordered to the Committee on Judiciary. 
 
Also: 
 
Senate Bill No. 82 
BY DiPalma, Goodwin, Nesselbush, Lynch, Cool Rumsey 
ENTITLED, AN ACT RELATING TO STATE AFFAIRS AND GOVERNMENT - 
ADMINISTRATIVE PROCEDURES 
   {LC106/1} 
 
Read and ordered to the Committee on Judiciary. 
 
Also: 
 
Senate Resolution No. 83 
BY Miller, Jabour 
ENTITLED, SENATE RESOLUTION EXTENDING THE REPORTING AND EXPIRATION 
DATES OF THE SPECIAL SENATE COMMISSION TO STUDY RHODE ISLAND 
EMERGENCY DEPARTMENT ROOM DIVERSION 
   {LC261/1} 
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Read and ordered to be placed on the Consent Calendar. 
 
 

TRANSMITTAL 

By unanimous consent, all matters on the Secretary's desk are ordered to be transmitted to His 
Excellency, the Governor, the Honorable Secretary of State or to the Honorable House of 
Representatives forthwith. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
Senator DaPonte announces that the senate fiscal staff will be presenting a budget briefing on 
Thursday, January 17th at 3:00 o’clock P.M. in the Senate Lounge. 
 
Senator Goodwin congratulates Senator Cool Rumsey and her husband Gary Rumsey on the 
adoption of their daughter Mackenzie. 
 
Senator Goodwin congratulates Senator Sosnowski on the birth of her new grandson Elisa Michael 
Sosnowski born on Monday, January 14th. 
 
Senator Goodwin congratulates Senator DaPonte’s wife Marcia Sousa on becoming a United 
States Citizen. 
 
 

RECESS 
 
Upon motion of Senator Goodwin, seconded by Senator Ruggerio, the Senate stands at recess at 
6:19 o'clock P.M.  
 

CALLED TO ORDER 

The Senate is called to order by the Honorable M. Teresa Paiva Weed, President of the Senate, on 
Thursday, January 17, 2013, at 4:21 o’clock P.M. 

ADJOURNMENT 
 
Upon motion of Senator Goodwin, seconded by Senator Algiere, the Senate adjourns at 4:22 
o'clock P.M. 

 
JOSEPH R. BRADY  

Secretary of the Senate 
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Appendix 

INVOCATION 

SENATOR V. SUSAN SOSNOWSKI 

Almighty Father, let your spirit of wisdom transcend upon the leaders of our State. Tonight, as 
Governor Chafee delivers his Budget & State of the State Address, we are reminded of the 
challenges we face ahead. Help us all strive to work together to reach common ground and find 
positive solutions for the benefit of all our constituents as we move Rhode Island towards a 
brighter tomorrow. Amen. 
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Appendix 
 

PROCEEDINGS IN JOINT SESSION 
 
 
Tuesday, January 16, 2013 
 
The Honorable, President of the Senate, M. Teresa Paiva Weed in the Chair.  

CALLED TO ORDER 
 
 
The Joint Session is called to order at 6:54 o'clock P.M.  
 
Upon suggestion of The Honorable, President of the Senate, and by unanimous consent, the 
reading of the roll of the Senate and the roll of the House of Representatives is dispensed with, 
there being a quorum of the Senate and a quorum of the House of Representatives present, 
therefore a quorum of the Joint Session.  
 
The Honorable, President of the Senate, by unanimous consent, appoints Senators Metts, Lynch,  
Lombardo, Satchell, Pearson and Kettle and Representatives Newberry, Coderre, Lally, Ucci, 
Balzejewski and Edwards a Committee to escort His Excellency, the Governor, Lincoln D. Chafee 
and guests to the Chamber.  
 
Joint Session attends while members of the Judiciary enter the Chamber.  
 
Joint Session attends while Presidents of the Rhode Island Institutions of Higher Education enter 
the Chamber. 
 
Joint Session attends while the Mayors, Town Administrators and Local City and Town Officials 
enter the Chamber. 
 
Joint Session attends while members of the Directors of the Executive Departments and Quasi 
Public Agencies enter the Chamber. 
 
Joint Session attends while the Honorable Jim Langevin, Congressman from the Second District 
of Rhode Island, enters the Chamber.  

Joint Session attends while the Honorable Gina M. Raimondo, General Treasurer, enters the 
Chamber.  

Joint Session attends while the Honorable, Secretary of State, A. Ralph Mollis, enters the 
Chamber.  

Joint Session attends while His Honor, the Lieutenant Governor, Elizabeth Roberts, enters the 
Chamber.  
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Joint Session attends while His Excellency, the Governor, Lincoln D. Chafee, enters the Chamber.  
 
The Honorable, President of the Senate, presents His Excellency, the Governor, Lincoln D. 
Chafee, to the Joint Session.  

The Governor delivers his Budget & State of the State Address.  

 
ADJOURNMENT 

 
Upon motion of Speaker Fox, seconded by Senator Majority Leader Ruggerio, and by unanimous 
consent, Joint Session adjourns and the two Houses separate at 7:31 o'clock P.M.  
 
 
JOSEPH R. BRADY  
Secretary of the Senate 
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Appendix 
Moving Rhode Island Forward 

(Remarks as Prepared) 

The Honorable Lincoln D. Chafee 

January 16, 2013 

 

Mr. Speaker, Madam President, members of the General Assembly, Congressman Langevin, 

fellow General Officers, members of the Judiciary, distinguished guests, and my fellow Rhode 

Islanders, 

 

I am honored to join with you tonight in our beautiful State House. This building is both a symbol 

of Rhode Island’s proud and prosperous past and a beacon of hope reminding us that our brightest 

days are still ahead. 

 

It is a pleasure and a privilege to work in this building and in this great state. Nothing could give 

me more satisfaction than helping to achieve progress on many fronts in Rhode Island. 

 

Our state has gone through incredibly tough times recently. The national recession has taken its 

toll on our economy, our businesses, and, most dramatically, our people. Short-sighted decisions 

in better times left us struggling to provide the most basic services. 

 

But Rhode Island is strong. And tonight we begin a new year with new opportunities to continue 

Rhode Island’s recovery. 
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There is a popular saying that bears repeating tonight. It goes: “Don’t tell me what your priorities 

are. Show me your budget, and I’ll tell you what they are.”  

 

Well, anyone wondering what my priorities are should read the budget I respectfully submit to you 

tonight. It continues the path that I believe will make Rhode Island a stronger state in both the 

near- and long-term future. 

 

I submit this budget to the General Assembly on January 16th – on time and the earliest that a 

Governor has done so in over two decades. 

 

Thanks to good management and good decisions, we have ended the past two fiscal years with 

surpluses. This was achieved by able and dedicated Cabinet directors. They have worked together 

with common purpose to provide quality services at a rate that is mindful of the taxpayers. Thank 

you to these dedicated public servants in all the departments of state government. 

 

Our revenues are exceeding projections. This is another indication that the state is being run well – 

being managed responsibly – and that more and more each day people and businesses are 

investing and spending here. We are providing certainty, predictability, and stability. And that’s 

what businesses demand to have the confidence to create jobs in Rhode Island. 

 

The budget I present to you tonight contains no increase in taxes, fees, or charges of any kind. Not 

only are there no tax or fee increases, I also propose lowering our corporate tax from 9.0 percent to 



S.J. -- 24 JOURNAL Wednesday, January 16, 2013  
 

  

7.0 percent over the next three years. This will put Rhode Island’s rate below that of both our 

neighboring states. 

 

We have avoided tax increases and are lowering the corporate rate through both good fiscal 

management and a strengthening economy. As we move forward, it is important to keep investing 

in the building blocks of this progress – that is, investing in education, infrastructure, and 

workforce development. 

 

Throughout my career in public service, I have been committed to quality public education. There 

is simply no more important investment we can make than in our schools and the potential of our 

students. My commitment to education continues with this budget.  

 

In 2010, the General Assembly worked with Commissioner Gist on behalf of our students to pass 

the state’s school aid formula. In this budget, I have once again provided the resources to fully 

fund the formula, including all categorical aid programs. This year, that amounts to $30.3 million 

in additional state education aid. 

 

I have also allocated over $14 million to support repairs at the state’s vocational education 

facilities. 

 

But the state’s responsibility to our students goes beyond K-12 schools. We must also do all we 

can to ensure that motivated and hardworking Rhode Islanders can attain a quality college 

education. And we must ensure that they can do so without taking on mounting levels of debt. The 

biggest barriers to these goals are ever-increasing tuition rates.  
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Therefore, in an effort to ensure that there is no tuition increase next year at the Community 

College of Rhode Island, Rhode Island College, or the University of Rhode Island, I propose an 

increase of $6 million for higher education.  

 

However, the leadership of these institutions must meet me halfway. If they can achieve $6 

million in total savings and efficiencies, coupled with my $6 million in additional funding, we can 

guarantee the students of these schools no tuition increase next year. 

 

When you pass this budget, we will have invested $115 million in public K-12 and higher 

education in Rhode Island over the past three years. 

 

It also is important to bear in mind that Rhode Islanders looking for work need to be ready not 

only for today’s economy, but for the economy of tomorrow. And Rhode Island employers 

looking to hire or expand need to have confidence that there will be qualified candidates to fill 

available positions. Therefore, I propose $3 million in new state support for workforce 

development initiatives. 

 

I also want to applaud the good work of the Governor’s Workforce Board for all the volunteer 

time and effort they have given toward the betterment of our economy. 

 

Many studies show that you can’t build a good economy without good infrastructure. Rhode 

Island is the second-most densely populated state and one of the most heavily traveled, all in a 

coastal salt air environment – and our infrastructure takes a beating. Maintenance of our roads and 
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bridges is critical. Make no mistake: strengthening our infrastructure is an integral part of 

improving our economic competitiveness. 

 

With this in mind, the budget I submit to you includes a number of strategic infrastructure 

investments. These have the dual benefit of strengthening our economic climate while putting 

Rhode Islanders back to work now. I have included a proposal to advance over $11 million in pay-

as-you-go funding for already approved projects that can start immediately. This is a smart 

opportunity to get the trades back to work as soon as possible and improve the condition of our 

infrastructure. 

 

Being more proactive about routine repairs and maintenance will also help us avoid costly 

replacement projects in the future. Unfortunately, we have seen a number of these in recent years, 

including the Sakonnet River Bridge. They have cost the taxpayers significantly and have forced 

hard decisions to be made. I do not want to have to rebuild another bridge because of lack of 

proper maintenance. This is not going to happen as long as I am Governor. We must invest in our 

infrastructure. 

 

I am pleased to note that my Administration has also taken historic steps to reform how we finance 

our transportation system.  

 

For the first time in memory, this past November voters did not have to approve a bond 

referendum to support transportation costs. We will no longer borrow to provide our state match 

for our federal highway dollars. This means that our valuable resources can be put toward 
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important repair and improvement projects – not interest on the debt. Again, this is good fiscal 

management. 

 

Although we didn’t bond for transportation funds, I am pleased that a number of important bond 

items were approved by an overwhelming majority of voters this past November. These initiatives 

will boost our economy by investing in some of Rhode Island’s premier assets, such as our 

environment, our institutions of higher education, and veterans’ services. 

 

Thank you, Rhode Islanders, for your strong confidence in this Administration’s ability to wisely 

manage these projects worth over $200 million. Not only will we manage them well, we will get 

construction workers on the job as soon as possible. 

 

I also want to accelerate the economic activity in Providence’s Knowledge District. To that end, I 

propose an additional $500,000 to enhance the operations of the 195 Redevelopment Commission. 

You have heard me talk before about the importance of the medical, research, and education fields 

– the ‘meds and eds.’ We must continue to focus on these assets to grow our economy and create 

jobs. 

 

This past year saw another strong tourism season, highlighted by the return of America’s Cup 

racing to Newport and the Netroots Nation conference in Providence – among others.  

 

To ensure that tourism and hospitality remain a strong sector of our economy and that we continue 

attracting visitors to Rhode Island, I recommend bolstering the state’s tourism marketing efforts 

with an additional $600,000. 
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As a former local official, I have worked in my time as Governor to make property tax relief a key 

priority of my Administration. I may sound like a broken record at this point, but in the years 

before I took office, cities and towns bore the brunt of the downturn in state revenues. Those most 

severely affected were the distressed communities that could least afford it. 

 

I am generally skeptical of the myriad rankings and reports that place Rhode Island at the bottom 

of the barrel in terms of business climate. Many of them fail to take into account important factors, 

and many compare apples to oranges.  

 

But here are some facts, from a report that compares apples to apples. The Department of Revenue 

studied the tax burden on Rhode Island businesses compared to other states.  

 

Rhode Island ranks 26th in the burden of state taxes on businesses. We’re in the middle nationally 

with our sales and income taxes. In this same study, we rank 41st – near the bottom – in terms of 

local taxation borne by businesses. That is, the property tax.  

 

While everyone likes to talk about onerous tax rates at the state level, the property tax is the real 

major barrier to economic growth – particularly on small businesses. 

 

With that in mind, I will continue to work with the cities and towns for property tax relief.  

 

How will we do it? On top of the $41 million in local aid contained in my previous two budgets, 

this year I recommend an additional $30 million for property tax relief. This is divided between 
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$20 million in additional aid to our cities and towns – with particular attention to distressed 

communities – and $10 million in RICAP funds for local roads and streetscapes.  

 

To further help our cities and towns, I also propose modifying the historic tax credit program by 

providing access to abandoned tax credits. 

 

Failure to support these initiatives will only drive Rhode Island further down on the chart that 

matters most to our economic climate – the burden of local taxes borne by businesses. Our state as 

a whole cannot be successful without the financial health of our cities and towns. We’re going to 

continue encouraging local prosperity by supporting our municipalities. 

 

You have heard me talk a lot tonight about Rhode Island’s economy. This is because, with a 

stronger economy and more Rhode Islanders working, all of our other challenges become more 

manageable. 

 

But in order to do my job as Governor – for us to do our job as elected officials – we must care for 

the most vulnerable among us.  

 

Each budget brings with it difficult decisions. That has been the case once again this year, as we 

worked to close the deficit. But it is my hope, as in years past, that if the May numbers upon 

which you, the General Assembly, will base your budget, come in stronger than the numbers on 

which I base mine, you will be able to undo some of these tough choices. 
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I also anticipate criticism about my decision to lower the corporate tax rate while there is a strain 

on social services. I would not make this recommendation if I did not truly believe that in the long 

run it will result in a stronger economy, more Rhode Islanders working, and fewer of our citizens 

in need of state support.  

 

Our ultimate goal is always to get our people back to work and to give those who rely on social 

services a hand up, where possible, to financial independence. And again, hopefully May revenue 

numbers will provide better options. 

 

Throughout my time in public service, whether as Mayor, United States Senator, or Governor, my 

whole agenda has been based on thinking not only about today, but about the long-term. I am 

always considering how the decisions we make today will influence Rhode Island years down the 

road.  

 

We want to have a state where there are jobs and opportunities for our children and their children. 

They deserve to be able to stay in the state they love – a state with good roads and bridges, high-

quality schools, clean water, protected open spaces, and a secure safety net.  

 

Governing a state is not about quick gains that draw headlines. It’s about positioning Rhode Island 

for lasting success and prosperity. 

 

Everyone likes accountability. And the best way to measure our progress is through tracking 

certain metrics.  
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The results indicate that we are moving steadily in the right direction.  

 

 

Two years ago, when I was sworn in as Governor, Rhode Island was facing a $295 million deficit.  

 

Our unemployment rate was 11.4%.  

 

We had lost 40,000 jobs in the previous four years.  

 

Many cities and towns were on the verge of collapse – most notably Central Falls.  

 

We had sustained years of cuts to higher education and inadequate K-12 funding.  

 

And our state workforce was demoralized.  

 

A gloomy cloud of negativity gathered over our state. 

 

 

It takes time for the sun to break through, but it is. Two years later, unemployment is heading in 

the right direction – still unacceptably high, but improving.  

 

We are tackling our deficits.  

 

Central Falls has been called a national model for emerging stronger from Chapter 9.  
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The Station District in Warwick is ready to realize its potential with the runway expansion and the 

arrival of JetBlue.  

 

We are investing in our schools and in our students.  

 

Things are getting better, and we must build on this momentum to continue our recovery. 

 

I know that tomorrow the House of Representatives will be holding an economic summit. This 

follows an ongoing discussion that has occurred over the past year about how best to improve 

Rhode Island’s economy.  

 

My hope is that you all will be skeptical and wary of deviating from the steady, methodical 

construction of a Rhode Island economy built for today and for the future. We tried the “get rich 

quick” approach by giving $75 million to a retired baseball player with zero business experience. 

We cannot make such panic-driven decisions again. 

 

In addition to offering us an opportunity to look ahead, the State of the State reminds us to reflect 

and to learn from the year we have just completed. 

 

Perhaps the darkest moment of the past year came just before its end. On December 14, just over 

one month ago, a troubled young man took the lives of 27 innocent victims – 20 elementary 

school students, 6 teachers and administrators, and his own mother. This tragedy happened in our 
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neighboring state of Connecticut, in a community similar to so many in Rhode Island. It was the 

latest in a series of mass shootings that occurred this past year.  

 

We should not need this reminder, but we have been given it. While respecting the rights of 

hunters and responsible gun owners, we could – and should – do more to prevent senseless acts of 

violence. That is why, in the current General Assembly session, I will join with the leaders of the 

House and Senate to craft, introduce, and pass legislation that makes Rhode Island a safer place 

both for us and our children. 

 

Despite this horrific chapter, 2012 did have its positives. I am grateful that our state did not have 

the extensive damage and loss of life that Hurricane Sandy brought to other Northeastern states.  

 

I want to thank all those who came together to get Rhode Island through the storm safely. This 

includes hardworking state and municipal employees, National Grid, the Red Cross and the United 

Way, and the many volunteers who pitched in to help their fellow Rhode Islanders.  

 

I am also grateful to the Obama Administration for the millions of dollars in federal aid to help us 

recover, repair, and rebuild. 

 

Looking ahead to our agenda for the year we have just begun, we in this room will have an 

opportunity to enact historic legislation. In this climate of intense economic competition, as we 

work to attract the best and brightest, we are currently at an economic disadvantage with our 

neighbors. For our economic development, for civil rights, and for basic fairness, we must extend 

the rights and benefits of marriage to all Rhode Islanders.  
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Let’s come together to pass marriage equality. 

 

Rhode Island has a long legacy of tolerance and diversity. For centuries, new Americans have 

made this state strong. To uphold this legacy, in the coming weeks I will announce efforts to bring 

greater diversity to our state workforce. 

 

We will also keep moving forward with the development of the Health Benefits Exchange, which 

will make healthcare more affordable for individuals and employers. This is an area where I am 

proud to say that Rhode Island continues to lead the way.    

 

Finally, with so many Rhode Islanders returning home from foreign deployments, we will 

continue make it a priority to support military service members and their families – both during 

and after their service. 

 

Mr. Speaker, Madam President, members of the General Assembly – my priorities are reflected in 

this budget. And your priorities will be demonstrated in the action you take in the coming months. 

The steps we have taken over the past several years, the changes we have made, are working. 

Rhode Island is working. 

 

To summarize: in this budget, we are investing in education. We are investing in infrastructure. 

We are investing in workforce development. We are investing in our cities and towns and property 

tax relief. 

 



S.J. -- 35 JOURNAL Wednesday, January 16, 2013  
 

  

And we’re doing it all without raising taxes or fees of any kind – and while lowering the corporate 

tax. 

 

My fellow Rhode Islanders, the state of our state is steadily improving. I am eager to join with you 

to continue moving with purpose and vision toward our shared goal: a brighter future for our great 

state.  

 

Thank you. 


