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Texas Needs More Primary Care Physicians

• Texas has a low physician-to-population ratio 
compared to other states:

• 41st in active patient care physicians-to-
population

• 47th in active primary care physicians-to-
population

• 5,800 additional primary care physicians needed in 
Texas today to reach national average PCP-to-
population ratio

• Strong primary care improves health outcomes and 
decreases costs (improving value)
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UHCOM Mission Statement

The University of Houston College of Medicine is accountable to society for 
improving the overall health and healthcare of the population of Greater 
Houston, Texas and beyond by:

• Educating a diverse group of physicians who will provide compassionate, 
high value (high quality at reasonable cost) care to patients, families and 
communities, with a focus on primary care and other needed physician 
specialties

• Conducting interdisciplinary research to find innovative solutions to 
problems in health and healthcare 

• Providing integrated, evidence-based, high value care delivered to patients 
by inter-professional teams 

• Engaging, collaborating with, and empowering underserved patient 
populations and community partners to improve their health and 
healthcare



How Is Our Medical School Different?
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Differentiating Features of the Medical School Curriculum

Curriculum emphasis on community and population health, primary care, 
behavioral and mental health, and preventive medicine

Highly integrated teaching of biomedical, clinical, behavioral and social, and 
health systems and population health sciences throughout the four-year 
curriculum

Emphasis on inter-professional education and training

Adaptive education approach

Longitudinal primary care experience across the four-year curriculum

Longitudinal integrated core clinical clerkship 

Emphasis on learning about social determinants of health and health 
disparities 
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Curriculum
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• Holistic admissions process that 
favors applicants with 
characteristics predictive of 
primary care specialty choice

• Curriculum with broad and 
deep exposure to primary care 

• Culture that values primary 
care

• Scholarships/loan repayment 
programs that decrease 
graduate debt

How Can We Achieve the Goal of 50% of Graduates 
Choosing Primary Care Specialties?
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Combined Student Body Demographics First Four Classes



Outcomes To Date
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First Class Graduated May 11, 2024

• All 21 of the graduates matched in a residency program

• 57% matched in Family Medicine, Internal Medicine or 
Pediatrics

• 52% matched in residency programs in Texas
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Medicine on a Mission

We really are…..


