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2020 Census: Background
• 2020 census what was different

• RI Invested state funds in outreach efforts…Rhode Island Complete Count 
Committee

Every household had the option of responding:

• ONLINE (NEW)

• by phone

• by mail 



2020 Census Timeline
The Long and Winding Road

2020 Census Begins

• Late March 2020

July 31, 2020

• Original 2020 Census End 
Date

October 31, 2020

• New 2020 Census End 
Date (Announced in May)

Rhode Island Census 
Complete Count Committee 
Established

• Governor’s Executive 
Order, December 2018

COVID-19

• Postpones 2020 Census 
Field Operations

August 2020

• Census Field Work Begins

REVERSE COURSE! 
September 30, 2020 
End Date

• Announced in August

• And also end date required 
by Court Order

• And also Halloween



Median Age 2020 Census

MEDIAN AGE United States Connecticut Maine Massachusetts New Hampshire Rhode Island Vermont

38.8 41.1 45.1 39.9 43.6 40.5 43.5



Voting Age 2020 Census



Population Growth 
since 2010

• 75% of population growth 
occurred in the in 
northeastern urban core 
cities area

• Top 5 in terms of 
absolute change in 
population were: 
Providence, Pawtucket, 
Central Falls, Cranston, 
and Cumberland



The U.S. population age 65 and over grew nearly five times faster than the total 
population from 1920 to 2020, and reached 16.8% of the population according to 
the 2020 Census.



2020 Census Percent 65 and Over – New England States



Fast Growth in the 65-to-74 Age Group Reflects Aging of Baby Boomers



85 and Over













State Census Data Center

www.census.ri.gov = 
https://planning.ri.gov/census-2020

Updates, reports, contacts

http://www.census.ri.gov/
https://planning.ri.gov/census-2020




Questions? Data Requests?

Meredith Brady

Associate Director

Division of Statewide Planning

RI’s Census Data Center

meredith.brady@doa.ri.gov

or

Vin Flood

Data Analyst II, Data Team lead

vincent.flood@doa.ri.gov

mailto:meredith.brady@doa.ri.gov

