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Energy Sector Context

Rhode Island’s History of Leadership

EE and Clean Energy Support Affordability

International Conflict + Fossil Fuel Disruptions

Stay the Course – Do Not Let Misguided Federal Policy Sway RI
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• Supporting heat pump adoption is an 

important part of the solution as well

• Biodiesel Blending to reduce heating 

oil emissions
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Electricity Supply

• Renewable Energy Standard is bedrock

• Clean Energy Imports

• In-State Solar and Storage

• Offshore Wind

• Highly cost-efficient way to drive down 

emissions by accessing regional REC market

Economic Considerations

• Energy costs in New England are driven by 

volatile fossil fuel costs

• Efficiency and clean energy reduce RI’s 

exposure, and support affordability

• Clean energy is local energy, supporting high-

wage jobs, cleaner air, and healthier people
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Weakens the Renewable Energy Standard

• Threatens compliance with 2030 Act on Climate mandate

• Pushing back timeline for reaching 100% of electricity is particularly impactful

• RES is a low-cost decarb. tool; delays likely to drive compliance costs UP!

• Other changes to RES could risk compliance as well, depending on GHG 

inventory accounting

FY2027 Budget Proposal



Weakens the Renewable Energy Standard

Reduces funding for energy efficiency programs

•  Likely increases long-term costs, undermining affordability

• Making it harder for Rhode Islanders to take control of their energy costs

• Strong opponents: the State’s Efficiency Council (EERMC); a large group of 

General Assembly members who opposed reductions in 2025

• Climate Strategy compliance pathway assumed more, not less, EE!

FY2027 Budget Proposal



Weakens the Renewable Energy Standard

Reduces funding for energy efficiency programs

Proposes changes to Net Metering and RE Growth 

• You just heard about these programs

• My only comment is to base changes in sound energy system 

economics, such as a Value of Solar study for Rhode Island

FY2027 Budget Proposal
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