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About ACP

About

The Aquarium Conservation Partnership (ACP) is a coalition of
aquariums working to conserve our ocean and freshwater
ecosystems and committed to sustainable practices. As trusted,
science-backed institutions that welcome millions of visitors each
year, aquariums are uniquely positioned to engage the public in
conservation. With an equity lens, ACP leverages the collective
resources of member institutions across the United States and
Canada to mobilize audiences, advocate for policy change, and
advance conservation at local, state, and national levels.

Our Mission

We safeguard ocean and freshwater ecosystems by aligning and
supporting the conservation efforts of aquariums across the
United States and Canada for greater collective and individual
Impact.

Our Vision

Our ocean, lakes, rivers, and streams are healthy and resilient.
They sustain diverse communities of people and wildlife. Ocean
and freshwater resources are equitably distributed and those
most impacted are centered in decision making.

Equity
Belonging
Connection

Teamwork

Trust
Action

Aquarium Conservation Partnership



ACP Priorities
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Our Priorities

Advance equity and environmental justice in ocean and
freshwater conservation.

Protect ocean and freshwater ecosystems and wildlife.

Combat climate change and its impact on people, the
ocean, and freshwater ecosystems.

Reduce the sources of plastic pollution in ocean and
freshwater ecosystems.

Improve the sustainability of fisheries and aquaculture.

Aquarium Conservation Partnership



ACP Members
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Your mission. Together.
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ACP Business Commitments

Commitment to Sustainable Business Practices

Our member institutions 1,y cthema ¢ rbyndintly committing to and adopting
sustainable practices in all aspects of our operations, from eliminating
single-use plastic to reducing greenhouse gas emissions to sourcing
sustainable seafood. We strive to Innovate by adaptively modeling

sustainability, encouraging other businesses to join us, inspiring our Shelby O’Neil
audiences, and by showcasing the actions we are taking ourselves. Sustainable Business Operations
Manager

soneil@mbayaq.org

Plastic Commitment Sustainable Feed Commitment

Aquarium Conservation Partnership




ACP Approach

BDQ!t!'tusfohuit!mpft!jolturf!bc)ymjuz!up! mf wfsbhf
other.

Survey Co-Create Commit Support Evaluate Celebrate
Survey members to Co-create Make sure Provide resources Adjust
assess the status of commitments with

Celebrate success
commitment has

and support. ACP commitments and in meeting
existing multiple rounds of ambitious goals members benefit timeframes as commitments
sustainability review, feedback, while allowing for from reduced/no
activities

needed
and edits

the maximum
amount of flexibility
in achieving them

cost for expert
consultants, share
peer experiences,
and accelerate the

transition from
education to action.
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CLIMATE COMMITMENT

With a long-term goal of achieving carbon neutrality, ACP members made the following joint commitments on
April 22, 2023:

B

By April 2023, ACP members:
A Completed an initial greenhouse gas inventory for Scope 1 and Scope 2 emissions.
A Determined the priority categories for Scope 3 emissions and determined a timeline for completing a
Scope 3 inventory.

By April 2025 or sooner, we wiill:
A Determine net zero goal(s) and timeline(s).
A Develop an emissions reduction plan and determine a timeline for completing the plan.

Annually, we will:
A Measure and report greenhouse gas emissions.
A Identify, share, and implement strategies to (1) reduce greenhouse gas emissions from operations and
(2) remove greenhouse gas emissions from the atmosphere.
A Support strong nature-based solutions in international, federal, and state climate change policies.
A Communicate the journey to achieve carbon neutrality with audiences.




Climate Commitment: IMLS
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Aquarium Conservation Partnership Benchmarking

ACP Emissions Impact

The graph below shows the average emissions for the ACP members that
submitted their emissions numbers in a given year.

3,253

2019

Net Zero Goals

The below organizations have set a goal to reach net zero
emissions (90% emissions reduction from baseline) by the

identified year.
Coma )

Alaska Sealife Center

Year
2023 w

Aquarium of the Pacific
Audubon Aquarium
Columbus Zoo and Aquarium
Georgia Aquarium

Henry Doorly Zoo and Aquarium
Kansas City Zoo & Aquarium

Monterey Bay Aquarium

(o)
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National Aquarium

New England Aquarium
Oregon Coast Aquarium
Point Defiance Zoo
Seattle Aquarium

The Florida Aquarium
GROUP Virginia Aquarium and Marine ..

Emissions per sqgft

5,870
2,630 b
1,553
o
2020 2021 2022 2023 2024 .
Year © 2025 Mapbox © OpenStreetMap

Absolute Impact Per Aquarium

Understand the scope 1 & 2 emissions created by each
organization.

Aquarium of the Pacific _2,722

Monterey Bay Aquarium -799
NCA at Fort Fisher [ 1,316

NCA at Jennette's Pier '163

NCA at Pine Knoll Shores - 1,274
NCA at Roanoke Island -831

2030 2035 2040 2045 2050

New York Aquarium 4,551

Point Defiance Zoo .413
Seattle Aquarium '244

South Carolina Aquarium - 1,780

The Florida Aquarium —3,366
The Maritime Aquarium at Norwa.. -1,175

Use this map to understand emissions per square foot. Use the tool area in the top left corner to
navigate the map easily. Hover over the dots to understand specific organization details.

Canada

United =
States

4
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EUI

Site Energy Use Intensity (EUI) is another metric that can
be used to gauge reduction over time and be more
consistent.

Aquarium of the Pacific 270

|

Monterey Bay Aquarium
NCA at Fort Fisher

NCA at Jennette's Pier
NCA at Pine Knoll Shores
NCA at Roanoke Island
New York Agquarium
Seattle Aquarium

South Carolina Aquarium
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106
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193
216

147

234

The Florida Aquarium 167

The Maritime Aquarium at Nor.. 120



PLASTIC COMMITMENTS

o Our members lead by example by adopting sustainable business practices. We
LA demonstrate that prioritizing sustainability doesn’t mean sacrificing profits. Since
.’::; forming in 2016, ACP members have taken action to reduce single-use plastic in our
r~aw operations, and have worked with regional businesses to do the same. We did this by
"2  collaborating with each other, and working closely with our vendors and suppliers to
identify and source more sustainable products. These changes included offering |
products and packaging that are reusable or made of alternative sustainable materials, 4% .. ,. 7 RN R T
installing water refilling stations, and messaging to our visitors about the reason behind ' e
these changes.
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Consumer Campaigns
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Your last straw
IS the first step.
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L

JUNE 2017 APRIL 2019

ACP aquariums made the following collective commitments: ACP aquariums made the following additional commitments:
A lmmediately eliminate single-use plastic bags and plastic straws. A Significantly reduce or eliminate single-use plastic packaging in
A Eliminate plastic beverage bottles by 2020. ‘ retail products.
A Showcase innovative alternatives to single-use plastic. A Dining area tableware (including plates, cups, lids, dishes and
| utensils) are single-use plastic free.
\ - A Reduce single-use plastic in back of house operations.



NOAA Marine Debris Grant

Participating Members
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ACP Plastic Dashboard

Plastics Mapping

Use the map below to understand how many plastic items and plastic alternatives that
each ACP member uses in their food service operations.

Through C E R NQOAA Marine Debris Grant, we are
developing a plastic dashboard to better understand

our collective operational usage. Dashboard is In

development with the Verdis Group.

0O
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Compost and Recycling
Composting and recycling are a important methods for reducing the impacts associated
with food service waste. Use this graph to see how many of our member organizations
compost and recycle.

2 Organizations
Don't Recycle

20 Organizations
Recycle

12 Organizations
Don't Compost

10 Organizations
Compost

Unit‘O ‘

States ) &R

1 Plastic Items
9 Plastic Alternatives
Anon #4

Plastic Elimination

This table shows which food service items your organization has eliminated single-use
plastic for. A "¥" means your organization does not use plastic for a given item, an "x"
means your organization does use plastic for that item at least some of the time.

Beverage containers

Coffee cup lids

Condiment packets (e.g., ketchup, mayonnaise, etc.)

Cups
Drink stirrers
Plastic bags

Plates and bowls

Snack bags (e.g., chips, candy, nuts, etc.)

Storage container
Straws

To-go containers
Utensils

Water bottles
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Sustainable Purchasing Guide




