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Volunteer Fire Departments

рф҈ ƻŦ wƘƻŘŜ LǎƭŀƴŘΩǎ [ŀƴŘǎ ŀǊŜ CƻǊŜǎǘǎΦ

https://dem.ri.gov/sites/g/files/xkgbur861/files/programs/forestry/documents/ritrends

Our firefighters know 
the terrain
We have searched these areas for missing and injured 
ŎƛǘƛȊŜƴǎΦ !ƴŘ ǿŜΩǾŜ ŦƻǳƎƘǘ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊŜǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ aŀƴŀƎŜƳŜƴǘ 
and Conservation areas.
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4 Issues and 1 Helpful Suggestion

Access Issues
Inadequate Trail 

Widths

Slash Cuttings, 
Dead Trees & 
Undergrowth

Deliver Firewise
Program
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Resources



Access Issues

Too Few Access Points

Many areas have only 1 access 
point, minimizing chances we can 
reach the head of the fire before it 
gets out of control.

Boulders Blocking 
Access

We do not have the time 
or money to hire 
excavators to move the 
rocks. 
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Access We Cannot Access in a Timely Manner
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Gates allow fire apparatus 
entry. Rocks do not!

6



Inadequately Maintained Fire Trails, or none at all

State Fire Trails are 
under maintained; 
Conservation Lands 
have few or no Fire 
Trails

How do we get firefighters and 
our vehicles in these areas to 
get water on the fire, before the 
fire threatens more heavily 
forested areas?
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Slash Cutting and Little Forestry 
Management

Slash left to rot, adds to the fuel 
load of a potential fire. Not 
cutting mature trees leave no 
room for new growth.

Years of insect damage: Asian 
Longhorned Beetle, White Pine 
Diseases, Gypsy Moths, and now 
Emerald Ash Borers, have left plenty 
of dead trees.
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Commitment & Strategy Needed

There needs to be a strategy 
developed, just as was done 
ǘƻ ǊŜǇŀƛǊ ǘƘŜ {ǘŀǘŜΩǎ ōǊƛŘƎŜǎ 
in a timely fashion, to 
manage forested lands and 
get excess deadwood 
cleared up in an accelerated 
time frame.
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Little Forestry Management Helps Fire Crown and Spread
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Resources

ÅInstallation of dry hydrants 
on State lands and 
assistance with obtaining 
approvals for conservation 
lands.
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ÅStreamline the red tape to 
receive helicopter water 
drops from RING.

ÅDisseminate the 
information on how to 
receive RING assistance.

Å!ǎǎƛǎǘ C5Ωǎ ǿƛǘƘ 
forest fire 
equipment: tools 
and hose.

ÅLǘΩǎ ƴƻǘ ƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ ŀǎ 
structural 
firefighting tools.



1 Helpful Suggest for our citizens living in forested areas
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TheFirewiseUSA® recognition 
programis administered by the 
National Fire Protection Association 
(NFPA) and provides a collaborative 
framework to help neighbors in a 
geographic area get organized, find 
direction, and take action to 
increase the ignition resistance of 
their homes and community and to 
reduce wildfire risks at the local 
level.


