Ethan White

From: Samuel Howard “

Sent: Friday, August 23, 2024 1:14 PM
To: Constitutional Convention Commission
Subject: Opposition to the Constitutional Convention

Dear Co-Chairs and Members of the Constitutional Convention Commission,

I'm writing to €xpress my opposition to a constitutional convention. The question must be put before the voters,
but I urge you to be clear-eyed in laying out the pitfalls alongside the promise of a convention.

A decade ago, | was publicly in favor of a convention. While my thinking on the issue has changed
considerably over the last ten years, the basic arguments against a convention have not. Ten years ago,

undo the years of progress we have made at both state and federal levels.

In a similar fashion, proponents’ arguments are practically the same as they were ten years ago; a
hodgepodge of reforms that overpromise and underwhelm. Some of these reforms, despite the best of

exactly was being changed. Who writes the language of the questions that will emerge from a constitutional
convention? This is an unknown. And when we start asking “well, what do we actually know about the
convention?” the question marks multiply rapidly.

know.



obscures its intent in order to produce false mandates for policies that lack democratic legitimacy or majority
support.

This is, at least, the advantage of the regular legislative process. It contains within it guarantees. That there will
be public debate and deliberation, that each step of the way will enter the public record for transparency and
posterity. And should there be unintended consequences arising from the text of a law, it can be altered

relatively speedily through the same process. And that those who pass the laws can be held accountable by
the people.

Why then, should a convention given the power to propose sweeping changes to our state’s fundamental law
be held to less accountability than our General Assembly? Rhode Island may be a lively experiment, but we
are not a science experiment for outsiders to poke at and alter to their whims.

Itis for these reasons | write to state My opposition to a convention, and ask you to be sharp and exacting in
your report as you examine the great many things that are up in the air about the process. Fully informed, |
know Rhode Islanders will make the right choice. But you must provide them with a complete picture of the
issues at stake. Our rights depend on it.

Thank you for your vital work on this issue.

Sincerely,

Samuel G. Howard
Concerned Citizen
Providence



