January 27, 2026

The Honorable Evan P. Shanley, Chair

House State Government and Elections Committee
Rhode Island Statehouse

Providence, 02903

Thank you for the opportunity to submit written testimony in strong support of House Bill
7236. My name is Dr. Jessica Kiebler and | am a Rhode Island resident hoping to provide
compelling information that urges you to vote in support of H7236. | am a doctoral graduate
from the University of Michigan holding a PhD in both Psychology and Women’s & Gender
Studies. My research expertise is centered on economic inequity and oppression in the
context of the United States as it relates to a history of systemic oppression perpetusted
through policy at the local, state and national level.

Amid growing attacks on diversity, equity, and inclusion across the country, the resurgence
of necliberal ideology is unmistakable. As a trained social psychological researcher, the
evidence is clear: we cannot separate ourselves from the social conditions we live in. Our
society is steeped in ideas of success that prioritize individual effort, competition, and
personal responsibility, while asking us to ignore systemic inequality—despite extensive
research showing how deeply rooted and persistent oppression remains.bitivy

Research consistently demonstrates that social mobility is far more constrained than
popular narratives suggest. Rather than rising through merit alone, most people remain in
the social class they are born into due to economic systems historically shaped by
systemic racism“. As scholars note, “colonial legacies continue to influence modes of
production, knowledge systems, wealth distribution, and the movement of people and
resources across borders” (p. 5}."

These patterns are clearly visible in Rhode Island. Black maternal and infant mortality rates
far exceed those of white residents*"*. Average household incomes remain
disproportionately low among Black and Brown Rhode Islanders*. Students of Color lag
behind white students in reading outcomes*. Black residents are significantly more likely to
be incarcerated, and Rhode Island has one of the nation’s widest racial disparities in youth
incarceration, with Black youth nearly ten times more likely to be incarcerated than their
white peers* =",

These examples are numerous and exhausting. Requiring further proof of the need for this
bill—and for protections for our most vulnerable communities—places an unjust burden
on those already harmed by these systems. It is time to hold our legislation to a higher
standard.



Beyond my professional expertise in economic inequity rooted in systemic racism, sexism,
and related forms of oppression, | am also a direct beneficiary of equity-driven policies that
were hard-won and are now increasingly under threat. | am the daughter of a single teenage
mother who relied on the limited social safety nets available at the time of my birth. We
moved in and out of shelters and depended on WIC, SNAP, Medicaid, and other programs
to keep food on the table and a roof over our heads. My mother instilled in me the
importance of fighting for people who grow up like we did. Yet as a single teenage parent
struggling to survive, she could not realistically show up at the State House to advocate for
those rights herself. That reality underscores why it is essential to have decision-makers in
the room who understand and prioritize the needs of people mostimpacted by policy.
These decisions determine whether families can eat, where they can sleep, who they are
allowed to marry, which schools receive adequate funding, and how communities are
supported in the face of federal overreach.

While | believe many elected officials are committed to doing what is right, safeguarding
vulnerable communities cannot depend on goodwill alone. House Bill 7263 would require
that legislators receive data-driven information about the real-world impacts on
families like mine—families who cannot show up to advocate because we are already
fighting daily battles to stay housed, fed, and safe. If | were entrusted with the
responsibility of voting on policies that affect the lives of more than a million Rhode
Islanders, | would want every possible piece of information to make an informed,
accountable decision. | hope you would expect—and demand—the same of yourselves.

Thank you for your consideration.
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