Steven Seee

From: M <simallmk1@gmail.com>

Sent: Wednesday, February 26, 2025 12:27 AM

To: House State Government and Elections Committee

Subject: 2/27 H5385 State Government & Elections Hearing Support of Convention of States

Hi Steven,

Below is my written testimony for the State Government & Elections House Committee hearing for 2/27/25. Thank you.
Michae! Fame/Myself

H5385
For the Resolution

My name is Michael Fame and I’'m in support of an
Article V Convention of States. Currently the
resolution has been passed in 19 states and the great
state of Rhode Island has the opportunity to become
#20. The resolution has been passed by states as wide
as Arizona to Wisconsin to Georgia. Of the 27
constitutional amendments that have been ratified,
they all needed 75% approval from the states. 75% is
the highest threshold in all of US Government. Any
amendments that are proposed from an Article V
Convention, would still need the 75% approval. This is
a fact that opponents always fail to mention. Also
keep in mind, that this convention will be limited to
only 3 subjects of discussion and that any discussion
not pertaining to those subjects will be dismissed.
Many of the states that have passed the application,
have made convention laws, making the
commissioners the legislators themselves.
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The founding fathers strongly believed in states
rights, because the state legislatures have the closest
connection to the people. The federal government
should be acting upon the wishes of the states, not
the other way around. The framers knew that
congress may not propose amendments that would go
against their own power. This is why they created
another method to propose amendments, as a check
and balance on the federal government. The last time
congress successfully proposed an amendment against
themselves, was over 230 years ago. Alexander
Hamilton stated in Federalist 85 on the convention of
states topic, “we may safely rely on the disposition of
state legislatures to erect barriers against the
encroachments of the national authority.”

Even though all of our constitutional amendments
have been proposed by congress, 17 out of the 33
proposals started with state applications to hold an
article v convention on those topics. The reason we
have our valued and sacred Bill of Rights (which are
add ons to the constitution), is due to New York and
Virginia initially passing an Article V Convention
application for a Bill of Rights. We need 15 more
states to hold the convention or like many past
amendments, Congress may instead be pressured to
act with amendment proposals, as more states join
like Rhode Island.



We need to hold the federal government
accountable and to fix our current system. 49 out of
50 state legislatures have balanced budget
requirements and 43 out of 50 have single subject bill
requirements in their constitutions. If over 75% of
states have to be accountable to the people, so should
the federal government. We have an opportunity for
Rhode Island to help grow this movement and create
true change in our national government. | ask that
Rhode Island be part of history and support this
resolution. Thank you



