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May 28, 2026

Honorable Karen Alzate

Chair, House Committee on Special Legislation
Rhode Island State House

82 Smith Street

Providence, RI 02903

Support for House Bill No. 8559 — Rhode Island Manufacturers Association Charity License Plate: An Act
Relating to Motor and Other Vehicles — Registration of Vehicles

Dear Chairwoman Alzate and Members of the House Committee on Special Legislation:

On behalf of American Cord & Webbing Co., Inc. and Advantage Plastic Products, Inc., | am writing in strong
support of House Bill No. 8559, which authorizes the Rhode Island Division of Motor Vehicles to make
available a special charity license plate for the Rhode Island Manufacturers Association.

This legislation represents far more than the creation of a specialty plate. It is an opportunity to recognize
Rhode Island’s extraordinary manufacturing legacy, honor the workers and companies that helped build our
state, and support the next generation of manufacturing talent.

Rhode Island is the birthplace of the American Industrial Revolution — the place where American
manufacturing began. From Slater Mill to today’s advanced manufacturing facilities, manufacturing has been
woven into the fabric of nearly every Rhode Island family’s story. For generations, Rhode Islanders have built
careers, businesses, communities, and family legacies through manufacturing.

For our companies, manufacturing is deeply personal. American Cord & Webbing has been manufacturingin
Rhode Island for over 100 years, supporting military, industrial, medical, and commercial markets through
U.S.-made narrow textiles and engineered solutions. Advantage Plastic Products continues that commitment
through domestic injection molding and custom manufacturing capabilities. We are proud to employ Rhode
Islanders, invest in American manufacturing, and help strengthen domestic supply chains.

Today’s manufacturing industry is also evolving rapidly. Modern manufacturing includes advanced textiles,
automation, engineering, robotics, precision plastics, and highly skilled technical trades. Supporting
workforce development and creating opportunities for the next generation is critical to ensuring Rhode Island
remains competitive for decades to come.



Importantly, all proceeds from the sale of the Rhode Island Manufacturers Association charity license plate
will benefit the newly created RIMA Charitable Foundation. The 501(c)(3) will support manufacturing workforce
programs, training, technology advancement, innovation, and education across Rhode Island. These funds will
help strengthen pathways into manufacturing careers, support current and future workers, and help ensure
Rhode Island manufacturers have access to the skilled talent needed to compete and grow.

This plate gives manufacturing the visibility, respect, and recognition it deserves.
We are also entering a historic moment for manufacturing in Rhode Island. As our nation prepares to celebrate
USA 250, RIMA is highlighting Rhode Island’s role in 250 years of American manufacturing leadership — from

the earliest days of industrial innovation to the advanced manufacturing companies shaping the future of our
economy today.

House Bill No. 8559 provides a meaningful way for Rhode Islanders to show pride in our manufacturing
heritage while directly investing in workforce development and training for the future.

For these reasons, | respectfully urge the Committee to support and advance House Bill No. 8559.

Thank you for your leadership and consideration,

Jordan Krauss
President, ACW & APP
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