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Rhode Island State House Sojourner HOUSC

Committed to Ending:
Domestic Violence « Sexual Assault « Human Trafficking

RE: Testimony in support of H7445, H8015, and H8142, Affordable Housing

Dear Chair Casey and Members of the Committee:

Our testimony today is in support of H7445, H8015, and H8142, which seeks to advance a variety of
interventions in increase affordable housing solutions in our state.

For 50 years, Sojourner House, a non-profit based in Providence but now providing services across the state,
has served thousands of victims and survivors of domestic abuse, sexual violence, and human

trafficking. We offer wraparound services such as support groups, emergency shelter, transitional and
permanent supportive housing, sexual health advocacy, and emotional support.

Research shows that stable, affordable housing is a foundational need for survivors of domestic violence
and related exploitation, significantly improving safety, well-being, and long-term stability."""" Studies of
the Domestic Violence Housing First (DVHF) model prioritizing safe housing access and flexible supports
find that survivors who secure stable housing experience greater housing stability and reduced re-abuse
over 6-12 months compared with those receiving standard services, underscoring how critical housing is to
breaking cycles of violence and homelessness.” Additionally, research with survivor populations highlights
that safe, affordable, and stable housing is often the first and most urgent priority for survivors leaving
abusive situations and can be the key that makes all other aspects of recovery from employment to mental
health possible. Legislation that expands affordable units, streamlines approvals, and leverages adaptive
reuse (like H7445, H8015, and H8142) therefore directly aligns with evidence showing that housing access is
not optional but essential to survivors’ safety and recovery.

The three bills we write in support of each take a different but necessary approach to expanding our tools
aimed at addressing affordable housing in Rhode Island. We respectfully urge support for H7445, H8015,
and H8142, as each addresses critical gaps in housing access that directly affect survivors of domestic
violence, and human trafficking. Survivors often face urgent needs for safe, affordable, and accessible
housing. H7445 leverages underused faith-based properties for affordable units, H8015 recognizes
accessory dwelling units as affordable housing in towns and cities that don’t have minimum lot size
standards, and H8142 incentivizes adaptive reuse of vacant buildings for residential purposes. Together,
these bills expand the supply of flexible, quickly deployable housing, helping survivors secure stable, safe
homes while rebuilding their lives. Prioritizing survivor housing within these programs ensures Rhode Island
meets both urgent safety needs and long-term recovery goals.
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