
Dear Representative Stephan Casey and Members of the House Committee on Municipal Government 
and Housing, 

I urge you to pass H-7222, a phased-in ban on a class of rat poisons killing raptors, poisoning waterways, 
and wreaking havoc on our ecosystem when more effective alternatives exist and are used elsewhere. 

Mice and rats continue to overwhelm our Rhode Island communities, despite hundreds of black boxes 
containing anti-coagulant rat poisons littering our cities and towns. Anti-coagulant rat poisons aren’t 
working; instead, they accumulate in predators like owls, hawks, and eagles and kill them. These raptors 
are part of the solution. One Eastern Screech Owl can eat up to around 1,000 rodents a year, but it may 
only take 1-2 rodents with rat poisoning to kill them. Since these rat poisons take 5-10 days to kill a rodent 
and slow them down in the process, they become easy prey for any predator who consumes them. These 
first - and - second generation anti-coagulant rat poisons are unnecessary; not only do less harmful rat 
poisons exist, but effective, wildlife-safe alternatives are used elsewhere, such as rat and mouse 
sterilization. 

I am the director of operations at Congress of the Birds, Rhode Island’s only avian-specific rehab and 
release center. Every single raptor that comes into our care needs to be treated with vitamin k, a vitamin 
that helps reverse the effects of SCARs. While vitamin k can help, oftentimes our patients have 
consumed too many poisoned animals and will die in our care. After you have seen a Red-tailed Hawk 
bleeding from its mouth with its blood unable to clot, or a Great Horned Owl having intense seizures,  it’s 
hard to understand why we are still using archaic poisons like SCAR for pest control when there are 
plenty of other safer alternatives.  

A recent study found that 100% of Red-tailed Hawks tested at a wildlife clinic in Massachusetts had 
SGARs in their organs. And a national study of 303 dead Bald Eagles found that 82% of the sampled 
birds had been exposed to rodenticides. Many of these birds died from other causes like collisions with 
vehicles, but exposure to rodenticides reduces an animal’s health and alertness, making it less able to 
hunt and more susceptible to hazards.  

There’s no way to precisely track how many predators have been killed by SGARs in the wild. But the 
anecdotal evidence we have suggests that we are systematically weakening species at multiple levels of 
the food chain.  

House Bill 7222 provides a commonsense approach to rodent control, while also protecting the 
environment. The bill immediately establishes support for municipalities to develop wildlife-safe rodent 
control alternatives with no impact to the state budget. It then restricts the sale of the poisons away from 
consumer hands and bans them on January 1st, 2029. Important exemptions still exist, such as for 
agriculture, breweries, and municipalities in the event of a declared public health crisis. 

This legislation is the solution we need. I urge you to support H-7222 to stop the rodents taking over our 
communities while protecting the environment, our ecosystem, and our children. 

Sincerely,​
Jennier Chicoine​
Smithfield, Rhode Island 


