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Rhode Island KIDS COUNT strongly supports H-7371, Rep. Shallcross 
Smith’s bill to remove zoning rules that restrict the size of licensed family 
child care programs.  
 
Family child care, or paid child care that takes place in the home of a 
licensed provider, is an essential part of the child care and early learning 
system in Rhode Island and nationally.  
 
Family child care offers a home-based setting in residential neighborhoods 
with mixed-age groups where siblings can interact and be together. These 
programs often charge lower tuition than centers and have more flexible and 
responsive schedules with extended hours available. Families often seek out 
family child care because they want to find a caregiver and educator who 
can become a trusted and consistent person in the child’s and family’s life 
over many years. Many family child care providers run programs that 
prioritize communication and education in children’s native language(s) and 
offer food, activities, and celebrations that reflect the culture of families in the 
neighborhood.  
 
Since 2005, the number of licensed family child care programs and slots in 
Rhode Island has fallen by 63%. The rate of decline is in line with national 
trends. Due to long working hours, isolation, low hourly earnings (often 
below minimum wage), no benefits, and financing challenges about half of 
the licensed family child care homes across the U.S. have closed. 
 

 
 
Removing local city and town zoning restrictions would allow family child 
care providers to serve up to 12 children within existing state child care 
regulations, would help alleviate the shortage of child care in some parts of 

 
 



the state, and would hopefully make family child care programs more 
financially viable. It is possible some larger family child care homes could 
specialize and become RI Pre-K providers or Head Start partner sites, 
providing more high-quality early learning options. 
 
Family child care providers would still need to meet existing standards for 
square footage per child and staffing levels. One or two full-time assistants 
are required to serve 7 to 12 children, depending on the number of infants 
under 18 months. One full-time assistant is required to serve 4 infants under 
18 months and two are required to serve 6 children under 18 months.  
 
A growing number of states are enacting legislation that helps ensure the 
availability and sustainability of family child care programs.  
 
Please let me know if you have any questions. Thank you for the opportunity 
to testify.  

https://www.edsurge.com/news/2023-08-01-new-state-laws-will-ease-housing-burdens-on-home-based-child-care-providers#:%7E:text=Other%20states%20that%20have%20passed%20legislation%20to,get%20a%20zoning%20permit%20or%20business%20license

