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March 12, 2025

Chair Stephen Casey

House Municipal Government & Housing Committee
Rhode Island State House

Providence, Rl 02903

Dear Chairman Casey and Members of the Committee,

This letter is in support of House Bill 5310, the Rhode Island Housing & Conservation Trust Fund Act.
Access to affordable housing and farmland in Ri is becoming scarcer every year. The 2022 USDA Agricultural
Census shows that Rhode Island has the least percentage of farmland in the country. The US Census Bureau
also concluded that 10.8% of Rl lives below the poverty line.This means that preserving farmland and open
space is needed and crucial for the socio-economic health of RI.

The passing of this bill will not require any initial investments or allocation of funds. By restructuring the Rhode
Island Housing & Conservation Trust Fund, the board appointees will create the strategy for funding Rl's
affordable housing and farmland. We believe that all Rhode Islanders deserve a safe and affordable place to
live with access to clean air, clean water, open spaces, and healthy food.

House Bill 5310 aims for:

- The protection of important wildlife habitat and important natural areas.
- The preservation of historic properties of resources.

- The protection of areas suited for outdoor public recreational activity.

- The retention of agricultural land for agricultural use.

Without these protections and preservations, Rhode Island's access to natural resources will continue to be
hindered, and the growing wealth gap will continue to burden our state.

Please join your constituents in supporting HB5130 and furthering RI's long term socio-economic
health,

Thank you,

Amelia [ opez

Ameiia Lopez, Southside Community Land Trust



