Hi Dawn, my apologies for my tardiness in sending this information but | thought the
committee would find helpful as they review House Bill # 7984 at the hearing

today. Unfortunately, | am not able to attend the hearing today but my colleague, Melina
Lodge from the Housing Network of Rl is bringing hard copies of the report to the hearing
today. As always, | am happy to discuss further with committee members. Thanks. Brenda

A Look into the Health and Affordability of
Rhode Island's Mobile Home Parks according
to HWRI's latest Issue
Brief:

Mobile Home Parks: An Opportunity
for Healthy, Affordable Housing MARCH 2024
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HousingWorks RI at Roger Williams
University recently released Mobile Home Parks: An Opportunity for Healthy,
Affordable Housing, an issue brief exploring the structure of mobile home parks in
relation to health and affordability, which has been a topic discussed by state
legislators over many years. The brief takes a deeper dive into the role mobile
home parks could play in the state’s low-and moderate-income housing stock, and
the factors that must be considered in order for that to be a real possibility.

Key to understanding the affordability of mobile homes is where it is located. A
mobile home can be sited privately on anindividual parcel or within a park. Those
mobile homes located on a parcel of land offer owners some stability in terms of
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cost, whereas within a park, the mobile home is subject to variability in the fee to
rent the pad upon which it sits, allowing for the possibility of dramatic increases.
“Pad” rent and whether the park is occupied year-round or on a seasonal basis
represent significant factors in identifying a mobile home as affordable.

“While assumptions have been made about the affordability of mobile homes and
who lives in them, the fact is, there are no mechanisms to ensure either,” said
Brenda Clement, Director of HousingWorks RI at Roger Williams University. “In
addition to the established income qualifications and costs associated with being a
resident in a mobile home park-such as pad fees—the quality and location of the
parks must also be considered. The parks in areas without public water and sewer
must ensure the health and safety of those systems.”

Across the United States, the most reliable way to ensure that mobile homes parks
are healthy and affordable is through cooperative resident ownership. Housing
advocates have raised this as a possibility for those legislators who would like to
have mobile homes considered within the definition of low- and moderate-income
housing. Resident ownership assures the health and longer-term affordability of the
pad rentals to the mobile home owners.

"The power of this brief is to elevate the importance of mobile home parks in Rhode
Island as vital, affordable housing communities that will be greatly enhanced with
the support for further resident ownership conversion, supporting existing resident
owned parks and for both the preservation of these homes and possible expansion
within our mobile home parks in the State" said Ray Neirinckx, coordinator, Office
of Community Development for the Rhode Island Housing Resources Commission.

Mobile Home Parks: An Opportunity for Healthy, Affordable Housing concludes with
a set of recommendations to help inform the discussion and enhance the
opportunity for better outcomes for these nearly 4,000 Rhode Island households.
HousingWorks RI outlines 11 recommendations surrounding research and outreach,
statutory and regulatory activities, financial capacity, and housing and park quality,
including, but not limited to:

o A statewide mobile home park inventory with special attention on the status
of resident-owned parks in Rhode Island, including creation of an online
database with mapping of all parks.

o Revise the State’s First Right of Refusal law to provide adequate time to
make an offer and notice of sale and/or conversion to the Rhode Island
Department of Housing.

e Encourage the development of greater financial resources for mobile home
parks such as: Developing financial resources for infrastructure repairs;
developing more affordable mobile home financing options for purchase and
refinancing; and provide resources to mobile resident groups and non-profit
organizations for mobile home park conversion to resident ownership.

e Ensure timely inspections and verification of the quality of drinking water and
adequate sewage treatment for those parks not connected to public
infrastructure.



Mobile Home Parks: An Opportunity for Healthy, Affordable Housing can be found
electronically on the HousingWorks RI at RWU website at: www.housingworksri.org.

Check out the 2023 Housing Fact Book and Rhode Island Zoning Atlas!
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