To the House Municipal Government and Housing Committee,

| support House Bill H 7060. My family deeply appreciates our local natural resources and values public access offered at
Sapowet (“Seapowet”) Wildlife manage Area in Tiverton. | regularly use Seapowet and its cove for swimming, kayaking,
birdwatching and observing the natural world. The salt marsh that flows to the ocean is beautiful, filled with amazing
wildlife and sunsets.

Seapowet offers easy public access to use Rhode Island’s coast and coastal waters (50 free parking spots). Birders, shell
fishermen, fishermen, kayakers, swimmers, hikers, hunters and families are a few of these varied users. People stop here
to park their cars to look out at the ocean. These open spaces like Seapowet play a role in the state’s tourism economy by
providing outdoor opportunities for the public while generating revenue for the local economy. When we have visitors from
out of town, the Seapowet Wildlife Management Area is the first place we take them to experience one of the most unique
and unspoiled areas of Rhode Island.

We must protect this invaluable resource from future commercial activities that would have negative impacts on the
sensitive marsh ecosystem and violate the purpose of creating the marsh area for recreational use and its wildlife value.
Bill H. 7060 makes clear the intended use of the area, that the pristine waters and fragile coastal habitat should be
preserved and protected from commercial activity. Shorebirds that use the intertidal area, public shell fishing, and fishing
would be negatively impacted by commercial development of these waters. Private commercial ventures shouldn’t
displace the public good at Seapowet cove and the salt marsh.

Seapowet needs protection now and for future generations. There is an increased demand for use of public lands and we
need places for wildlife to thrive. One of the grants to establish Seapowet (1997 Lacerda grant - attached) states “
development pressures threatens the conservation of fish and wildlife values in the area, demanding action in
order to counteract these negative consequences”. We need action now

to preserve the salt marsh, Seapowet cove and open spaces.

Please support Bill H 7060 which will preserve the ecologically diverse land and contiguous waters of Seapowet as
outlined in the grants used to establish the area. Thank you for your consideration.

Respectfully,
Liz Mendez
Tiverton, Rl
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State: Rhode Island
Project title: Sapowet Managemenl Arca

A. Need: _

The Sapowet Management Area is located on the easterly side of the Town of’
Tiverton, R.I., bordering the Sakonnet River, the castern most entrance into
Narraganselt Bay (figures 1, 2, 3), The Tiverton - Little Compton region is unique by its
location at the castern limits of the state with land access only from Massachusetts and
access from the rest of Rhode Island by a series of bridges that connect it to the mainland
via the Sakonnet, Newport and Jamestown Bridges or to northern R.1. population centers
via the Mt. Hope Bridge. The Division of Fish and Wildlife currently owns and manages
45,861 acres statewide for hunting, trapping, fishing and compatible fish and wildlife
related recreations. Fish and wildlife management areas in Bristol - Newport Counties
(the East Bay region), the area which compriscs the Sapowet Area, total 2,616 acres or
3.1 % of'the total land area of that region (83,830 acrcs). By comparison fish and wildlife
management areas for mainland Rhode Island, comprising Providence, Kent and
Washington countics, totals 43,151 acres or 7.3 % of the total land area of the region.

Population projections for Bristol and Newporl countics prepared by the R.L. Division of
Planning indicate that the human population will increase by 13,011 to 148094 residents
by the year 2020, an 8.8% increase. 'I'he human density for this area considenng the
projections is 1130 people per square mile, compared with 998 people per square mile on
a statewidc basis.

These comparisons highlight the need to acquire additional lands in order to fulfill the
objectives of the Division of Fish and Wildlifc which include providing recreational
apportunities for hunting, fishing and compatible wildlife associated recreations for the
citizens of the state. The Sapowet Area is easily accessible to population centers located
in the Newport-Middletown-Portsmouth and Bristol -Providence regions. Public areas
open to hunting, fishing and trapping in the East Bay region are limited causing the
potential for crowding due to the limited area available. Hunting, fishing and associated
wildlife recreation opportunities are in great demand as public lands are increasingly
sought after by a growing number of participants in these activities. During summer
months, the human population increases further as tourists flood into the state placing
further demands on existing public lands.  According to a 1991 National Survey of
Fishing hunting and Wildlife Associated Recreation in Rhode [sland, 97 thousand residents
spent an average 20 days each fishing, 16 thousand residents spent an average 21 days
hunting and 368 thousand enjoyed non-consumptive forms of wildlifc associated
recreation,

Another related concern for the East Bay region, resulting from the increase in human
population, is the loss of wildlife habital that occurs as a resull of pressure 1o develop the
land for housing, commercial and industrial purposes. The loss of habitat resulting lrom
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these development pressures threatens the conservation of fish and wildlife values in the
arca, demanding action in order Lo countcract these negative consequences.

B._Objcclive; _

To identify, evaluate, and acquire properties in the Sapowet Management
Boundary Area (figure 4) that provide important fish and wildlife habitat values and which
support public recreation for hunting, fishing and compalible fish and wildlife associated
recrealional activities.

C. Expected Results and Benefits:

Wildlife:

The Sapowet Management Area was acquired in several parcels during the late
1950°s and early 1960’s. The management area has not been added to since that time.
Expansion of the area is necessary in order to fulfill the divisions objectives to acquire
propertics that provide important fish and wildlife habitat values and which support
hunting, fishing and other compatible recreations. Additional acquisitions of land will
serve to protect the ccological integrity of the overall Sapowet arca and provide for the
addition of upland habitats on which to implement wildlife management practices.

A significant portion of the existing management arca is comprised of salt marshes
and brackish water areas, Most of the surrounding uplands to the north and east arc
tarmland which i3 privately owned and vulnerable to development pressures. Acquisition
of thesc arcas will afford the opportunity to extend protection to these habitats which in
turn will provide new wildlife habitats that can be developed to enhance hunting and
fishing opportunity as well as serve as a vital buffer to the salt marshes that form the core
of Sapowet management area.

Parcels will be acquired within the boundary as they become available. We will
immediately acquire approximately 42 acres of prime farmland habitat (Lacerda farm)
comprised of cultivated fields, pastures and hedgerows. The area will be operated as a
wildlife management arca and public hunting area (figure 5).

‘The farmland habitats will be maintained by way of continued farming practices through a
lease to a local farmer. Special lease conditions will be designed in order to allow farming
of agricultural row crops and pasture such as corn, potatoes, vegetables, hay or silage.
Turf grass will not be permitted to be grown on the farmland duc to its limited
contribution to wildlife habitat valucs and concerns for soil depletion, Approximately 36
of the acres will be cultivated in this way with the balance maintained in hedgerows and
non tillable wet areas bordering wetlands.

The Sapowet marsh attracts a variety of resident and migratory waterfow] (ducks
and geese) and supports hunting for these species during fall seasons. A small number of’
duck blinds (4 or 5) are built and maintained an the marsh for this purpose. The multiple
tidal creeks and potholes within the marsh provide many other potential blind setups tor



hunters using small boats and canoes. During winter, black duck is the primary duck
species using Sapowet salt marsh with other species including American widgeon,
gadwall, mallard and mergansers also found there.

Canada goose papulations, particularly resident birds, have grown significantly in
numbers in the state over the last several years with substantial populations using the east
bay repion. Presently, opportunities o hunt geese from field blinds over decoys is limited
Lo private property. We plan to cstablish two or three pit blinds in the newly acquired
agricultural fields to the northwest of Sapowet Marsh that will support waterfowl (goose
and duck) hunting. A hunting program will be established similar to one operated on the
South Shore Management Arca where blinds arc reserved for full or half day hunting by
partics who make some form of advanced reservation and are required to hunt with
decoys. Recently, the closure of the regular goose season has severely curtailed hunting
opportunities for these species. Special carly or late goose seasons for resident birds have
additional restrictions placed on them in the east bay region due to migrant geese mixing
with resident flocks. Once the regular goose season is restored, potentially 420 hunter
days ol goose hunting could be supported by the newly acquired fields. An additional 250
days of waterfowl hunting will be provided by the Sapowet marsh area.

Upland and small game species in the area include pheasant, woodcock and
cottontail rabbit. Ring-neck pheasant are stocked at the Sapowet management area during
the hunting scason as a put and take hunting opportunity. Pheasant stocking takes place
along the narrow state property bordering the salt marshes with much of the hunting
occurring in private unposted fields northwest of the management area. The new land
acquisitions will permit improvement of stocking operations by distributing birds into new
habitats, dispersing the hunting pressure and improving the quality of the hunting, We
expect that the area will support 350 to 400 hunter days of pheasant hunting and 100 days
of small game hunting annually.

Wildlife observation and other non-consumptive lorms of recreation will be
cnhanced by new acquisitions. The newly acquired habitats will protect these lands from
potential development enhancing ability to abserve and photograph wildlife and the natural
habitats of the Sapowet Area. Many forms of recreation are possible in the arca ranging
trom such active forms as boating and photography to passive forms such as enjoying the
aesthetics, scenery of the habitats and wildlife observation. The Sapowet area, with the
new acquisition, is expecled to provide at Jeast 500-600 days of non-consumptive
recreation annually.

Fisheries:

The Division of Fish and Wildlifc owns and maintains the Sapowet Fishing Area
which is located north ol the tidal creek into Sapowet marsh and west of Puncatest Neck
Road borderting Sakonnet river. The fishing area consists of 26 acres of beach, marsh and
tidal creeks abutting the Supowet management arca. The fishing arca has parking for 20
to 30 cars. A cobblestone boat ramp is available tor launching small powerboats, sailboals
or cartopped boats. Shore fishing is available from over 2000 feet of natural beach facing



the Sakonnet river and pier fishing is possible from the tidal creek bridge. Vishing tor
important recreational gamefish such as stripped bass, bluefish and squeteague arc very
popular in this area. Other important recreational species include tataug and winter
flounder, Area usc: '

D. Approach :
The Division of Fish and Wildlife will identify and cvaluate parcels which meet the

objectives of this plan.  All propertics acquired in this area will be managed and controlled
by the Division of Fish and Wildlife. 'The Division will work in cooperation with other
agencies within the Department of Environmental Management as well as private
organizations such as the Nature Conservancy and Champlin Foundation to acquire
properties which extend the objectives outlined in the plan.

Properties will be acquired by using one or a combination of methods within the
projeci area as follows:

1. Purchase fec simple with seller donation (in-kind mateh). The seller in this
method would donate 25% of the property’s value to the Division. This donated valuc
would become the match necessary for acquisition via Pittman-Robertson / Dingle-
Johnson Projects.

2. Purchasc fee simple with state funds. The Division will acquire parcels of land,
as they become available, at their appraised value, using state moneys as the 25% match
for Pittman-Robertson / Dingle-Johnson Projects.

3. Control of land without purchase. In this method, land within the acquisition
arca would be controlled by one of the following methods: conservation easement,
donation of development rights or life use of property.

The Division will attempt to acquire additional parcels as they become available
which are within the acquisition boundary (an area of approximately 750 acres) in order to
expand Sapowel Management area and further the objectives of the Division. With the
addition of the Lacerda farm, the Division will own and manage approximately 234 acres
or 31% of'the area within the acquisition boundary.

Key personnel for this project are;

Michael Lapisky, Deputy Chicf Wildlife Resources, Federal Aid Coordinator
John O'Brien, Deputy Chief Freshwater Fisherics

Brian Teflt, Principal Wildlifc Biologist

Lisa Pointek, L.and Acquisition Supervisor

Jay McGuinn, Associate Civil Engincer

E, Location:
The location of the Sapowet Management Area is shown on the following scries of
maps (figures 1,2,3,4)
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