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3/5/2026

Arthur J. Corvese
Chairman, House Labor Committee

Letter in Support of HB-7968

Dear Chairman Corvese and members of the committee,

On the behalf of the Rhode Island Chapter of the American Academy of Pediatrics, |
would like to ask for your support of HB-7968, which would expand Temporary
Caregiver Insurance (TCI) coverage for Rhode Island workers. I have been thrilled
to see the legislature increase this benefit over the past few years, but feel that we
can do even better to support working families in Rhode Island.

As a pediatrician who has practiced in Rhode Island for almost 30 years, I have seen
the impact of Temporary Disability Insurance (TDI) and TCI on families,
particularly as they navigate the early months of a newborn’s life or stay home to
support a child after the diagnosis of a chronic illness. Most working moms receive
6-8 weeks of TDI to recover from delivery before TCI kicks in for an additional 8
weeks, if they are able to afford to take it.

Adding an additional 4 weeks to TCI would have a huge impact on a mother’s ability
to care for a young infant, as developmentally so much is changing in those early
months. In general, the difference between a 3 2 to 4 month old and a 5 month old
is the difference between a baby who is up through the night and one that has a more
consistent sleep schedule; one that is more fully dependent on their mother for all of
their needs and one that is more socially aware and able to interact with other
caregivers. Allowing for an extra month for moms to bond with their babies will
have an impact well beyond the infant years.

In addition to the impact on growing families, HB-7968 expands the reach of TDI to
allow for coverage for grandparents and other primary caregivers to provide care for
ill children, and allows self employed or sole proprietors to opt in to this program.
Allowing all Rhode Island workers access to TDI would be a huge win for families
who are affected by serious illness, and will improve the lives of both children and
caregivers who live and work in our state. I encourage you to continue your
important work in this area, and pass HB-7968.

Sincerely,

ks,

Gregory Fox, MD, FAAP
Past-president, Advocacy chair
Rhode Island Chapter of the American Academy of Pediatrics



