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I am a resident of Scituate and I am writing in support of House Bill 5305. As a scholar of 
immigration, I have reviewed the research on, and experienced first hand in other states, how 
allowing undocumented immigrants driver's licenses is a positive for everyone. First, the ability to 
drive increases the amount of working hours that undocumented immigrants can do, thus having a 
positive effect on the labor market.(1) Secondly, allowing undocumented immigrants to obtain 
licenses reduces the amount of hit and run accidents. In California, for example, after 
undocumented immigrants were able to receive licenses, hit and run accidents decreased by 10%. (2) 
Surely we could do with lowering the rate of these accidents in Rhode Island as well, especially as hit 
and run accidents "often delay emergency assistance, increase insurance premiums, and leave victims 
with significant out of pocket expenses."(2) This Stanford study found that in California, "ignoring 
the costs associated with stress, lost work, medical care, or loss of use, we estimate that, because 
AB60 led to an annual decline in hit and run accidents by about 4,000, not-at-fault drivers avoided 
out of pocket expenses for car repairs (physical damage) of about $3.5 million."(2) Surely saving 
Rhode Islanders millions of dollars alone is enough to support this law. For a closer geographic 
example, a similar law in Connecticut also led to a decrease in hit and run accidents according to 
DMV data.(3) Another benefit for all residents of Rhode Island is the data that shows allowing 
undocumented immigrants to obtain licenses will lower auto insurance rates.(4) A multi-state study 
found that those states who did not allowed undocumented immigrants to obtain licenses had higher 
insurance costs than those who did. (4) 

 
Aside from the data that show enacting this law has public safety and economic benefits, I also 
support this law as it allows all our neighbors in Rhode Island--regardless of their immigration 
status--to participate in our community. It allows immigrants the chance to be part of Rhode Island 
by driving legally, which allows them access to education for their children, access to shopping, and 
to all the natural resources of our state. It is an economic and safety issue, but even more, it is an 
issue of integration and welcoming every member of our state. We should join with the other states 
who have already demonstrated their savvy in passing similar laws to H. 5305. 

 
Thank you, 
Rose Catania 
PhD Candidate, Syracuse University 
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