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Roberta DiMezza

From: jrstead2@verizon.net
Sent: Monday, March 30, 2026 7:29 PM
To: Rep. Ajello, Edith H.; Rep. Blazejewski, Christopher R.; Rep. Biah, Nathan W.; Rep. Kislak, 

Rebecca M.; Rep. DeSimone, Anthony J.; Rep. Hull, Raymond A.; Rep. Morales, David; 
Rep. Lombardi, John J.; Rep. Sanchez, Enrique George; Rep. Slater, Scott; Rep. Diaz, 
Grace; Rep. Batista, Jose F.; Rep. Perez, Ramon A.; Rep. Lima, Charlene; Rep. Potter, 
Brandon C.; Rep. Baginski, Jacquelyn M.; Rep. Handy, Arthur; Rep. McNamara, Joseph 
M.; Rep. Bennett, David A.; Rep. Solomon, Joseph J. Jr.; Rep. Shekarchi, K Joseph; Rep. 
Shanley, Evan P.; Rep. Noret, Thomas E.; Rep. Serpa, Patricia A.; Rep. Nardone, George 
A.; Rep. Roberts, Sherry; Rep. Caldwell, Justine A.; Rep. Casimiro, Julie A.; Rep. Craven, 
Robert E.; Rep. McEntee, Carol Hagan; Rep. Tanzi, Teresa A.; Rep. Fogarty, Kathleen A.; 
Rep. Spears, Tina L.; Rep. Azzinaro, Samuel A.; Rep. Kennedy, Brian Patrick; Rep. Cotter, 
Megan L.; Rep. Chippendale, Michael W.; Rep. Quattrocchi, Robert J.; Rep. Fellela, 
Deborah A.; Rep. Costantino, Gregory J.; Rep. Ackerman, Mia A.; Rep. Shallcross Smith, 
Mary Ann; Rep. Place, David J.; Rep. Newberry, Brian C.; Rep. Brien, Jon D.; Rep. Casey, 
Stephen M.; Rep. Phillips, Robert D.; Rep. Marszalkowski, Alex; Rep. O'Brien, William W.; 
Rep. Corvese, Arthur J.; Rep. Giraldo, Joshua J.; Rep. Voas, Brandon T.; Rep. Cruz, Cherie 
L.; Rep. Stewart, Jennifer A.; Rep. Alzate, Karen; Rep. Felix, Leonela; Rep. Messier, Mary; 
Rep. Kazarian, Katherine S.; Rep. Dawson, Matthew S.; Rep. Boylan, Jennifer; Rep. Knight, 
Jason; Rep. Speakman, June; Rep. Donovan, Susan R; Rep. Edwards, John G.; Rep. 
McGaw, Michelle E.; Rep. Cortvriend, Terri-Denise; Rep. Abney, Marvin L.; Rep. 
Finkelman, Alex S.; Rep. Carson, Lauren H.; Lynn DiPetrillo; Jennifer Amerantes; 
rihousegop@gmail.com; Raymond Simone; Henry Kinch Jr.; Nicole McCarty; Larry 
Berman; Danica Iacoi; Sue Stenhouse; Dan Reilly; Jonathan Dufromont; Joseph 
Golomboski; Rep. Fascia, Richard R.; Rep. Furtado, Jenni Azanero; Rep. Hopkins, Marie 
A.; Rep. Paplauskas, Christopher G.; Rep. Read, III, Earl A.; Rep. Santucci, Paul M.; Roberta 
DiMezza; RI GOP Caucus; House Judiciary Committee; KristenHaroian@gmail.com; 
ltgov@ltgov.ri.gov; ag@riag.ri.gov; smaldonado@sos.ri.gov; rrock@sos.ri.gov; 
fchybowski@sos.ri.gov; marias@sos.ri.gov; secretaryamore@sos.ri.gov; 
AmoOffice@mail.house.gov; mayor@providenceri.gov; governor@governor.ri.gov; 
gentreasurer@treasury.ri.gov; desk@wpri.com; news@wjar.com

Subject: Support for H8070 — Allowing Campus Self-Defense Tools for Personal Safety

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Completed

To the Honorable Members of the Rhode Island House of Representatives, 

My name is James Stead, and I am writing in strong support of H8070, legislation that permits 
students, professors, and employees at Rhode Island’s public and private colleges and universities to 
carry non-lethal self-defense tools such as stun guns and pepper spray. 

For clarity, H8070 is sponsored by: 
Representatives Quattrocchi, Newberry, Nardone, Roberts, Place, Chippendale, Santucci, and 
Fascia. 

This bill provides a simple, reasonable measure to enhance personal safety on college campuses. 
Non-lethal defensive tools are widely recognized as effective, accessible options that empower 
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individuals — especially young adults — to protect themselves without introducing firearms into the 
campus environment. 

Why H8070 is essential for Rhode Island 

1. Strengthens personal safety without escalating force 

Stun guns and pepper spray are defensive tools designed to stop an attack long enough for the victim 
to escape. They provide meaningful protection without the risks associated with lethal weapons. 

2. Supports vulnerable populations 

College students, particularly women, face elevated risks of assault. Allowing non-lethal self-defense 
tools gives them practical options to protect themselves. 

3. Aligns Rhode Island with national norms 

Most states already allow adults to carry pepper spray or stun guns on or near campus. H8070 brings 
Rhode Island in line with these common-sense standards. 

4. Respects individual responsibility 

This bill empowers responsible adults to take reasonable steps to safeguard their own well-being, 
especially when walking to parking lots, dorms, or off-campus housing. 

H8070 is a balanced, responsible measure that enhances campus safety while maintaining a 
non-lethal, practical approach to self-defense. I respectfully urge you to support this legislation. 

Thank you for your time and consideration. 

Sincerely, 
James Stead 
Burrillville, Rhode Island 

 


