
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

April 2, 2026 

 

Rep. Carol Hagan McEntee, Chair 

House Judiciary Committee 

The Statehouse 

Providence, RI 02903 

 

 Re: House Bill #2026 -- H 7555 

  Hearing Date -- Thursday, April 2, 2026 

 

Dear Chairperson Hagan-McEntee and Members of the House Judiciary Committee,  

 

RIACDL is proud to lend its enthusiastic support to the legislation under consideration here 

which permits the automatic sealing of individual counts of a criminal complaint dismissed 

by the prosecution pursuant to District Court Rule of Criminal Procedure 48(a).  

 

Rule 48(a) allows the prosecution to dismiss misdemeanor charges brought in the District 

Court for a variety of reasons including actual innocence, insufficient evidence to satisfy its 

responsibility to prove guilt beyond a reasonable doubt, or any other reason that comes under 

the broad heading of “the exercise of prosecutorial discretion”. 

 

It cannot be overstated that a criminal record is one of the greatest barriers to economic, 

housing, and educational opportunities. This legislation would allow for automatic sealing of 

individual counts that are dismissed by the prosecution thereby obviating the need to go to 

court and obtain legal counsel to achieve this just result.  

 

The legislation makes technical changes to a law that was enacted in 2022 at the behest of 

The Judiciary working in conjunction with the Public Defender and other criminal justice 

stakeholders. 

 

Thank you for your consideration. 

 

       Sincerely, 

 

       Kara Hoopis Manosh, 

       RIACDL President 

 

       Camille A. McKenna, 

       RIACDL President-Elect  
 

 


