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Dear Rep. JusƟne Caldwell and Sen. Bridget Valverde, 
 
As a consƟtuent and resident of East Greenwich, I am wriƟng to express my strong support for RI 2026 H7546, the bill 
that expands the definiƟon of peace officers to include DCYF juvenile workers. I firmly believe that this legislaƟon is a 
necessary step towards ensuring the safety and well-being of Rhode Island's most vulnerable populaƟons, parƟcularly 
children and families in crisis. 
 
I support H7546 for several reasons. Firstly, DCYF juvenile workers oŌen find themselves in high-stress, potenƟally 
volaƟle situaƟons, and granƟng them peace officer status would provide them with the necessary authority and 
protecƟon to effecƟvely carry out their duƟes. Secondly, this expansion would allow DCYF workers to beƩer collaborate 
with law enforcement agencies, leading to more streamlined and efficient responses to complex family crises. Thirdly, 
this legislaƟon would help to reduce the risk of burnout and trauma among DCYF workers, who oŌen bear the emoƟonal 
brunt of working with troubled families. I have witnessed firsthand the incredible dedicaƟon and compassion of these 
workers in our community, and I believe that they deserve our support and recogniƟon. 
 
As someone who has volunteered with local family advocacy groups, I have seen the posiƟve impact that dedicated, 
trained professionals can have on the lives of struggling families. By passing H7546, we can take a significant step 
towards creaƟng a safer, more supporƟve environment for Rhode Island's children and families. I urge you to vote yes on 
this important legislaƟon. 
 
Thank you for your Ɵreless work on behalf of our community. I appreciate your commitment to public service and look 
forward to seeing this bill move forward. 
 
With appreciaƟon for your public service, Jonathan Newkirk East Greenwich 


