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Roberta DiMezza

From: bounce@bounce.votervoice.net on behalf of Scott Bonelli 
<Scott@BigHeadStudio.com>

Sent: Thursday, March 26, 2026 8:54 PM
To: House Judiciary Committee
Subject: H8274 OPPOSE
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Dear CommiƩee Clerk DiMezza, 
 
this proposal will make it harder for me to create a safe environment for other tenants i am taking the risk in renƟng to 
someone, i should be allowed to assess those risks in any way that i see fit 
 
I am wriƟng to ask you to please VOTE NO on H8274. While I support the idea of making housing more accessible, this 
bill introduces some very steep penalƟes for a process that is essenƟal to running a safe and stable rental property. 
 
I'm concerned about this bill because: 
 
It shuts down essenƟal communicaƟon - Checking an applicant's past rental history is the most basic part of my job as a 
housing provider. It’s how I get to know if a tenant is a good fit for the community. By making it a violaƟon to even ask 
about prior residence, you are cuƫng off the very conversaƟon that allows me to get to know an applicant. 
 
The penalƟes are disproporƟonate - A fine up to $10,000 for a first-Ɵme offense is incredibly high. It feels like this bill is 
designed to punish property owners for trying to do basic due diligence, rather than helping people find homes. 
 
It will force stricter standards - If I'm legally barred from looking at rental history, I’ll have no choice but to rely much 
more heavily on strict credit scores and high income-to-rent raƟos. This change will likely severely harm the very people 
the bill is trying to protect, those who might have a complicated housing history but are otherwise great applicants. 
 
Safety of other residents - My current tenants rely on me to vet new neighbors properly. Removing the ability to verify a 
person's background makes it much harder to ensure a safe environment for everyone in the building. 
 
I urge you to look for soluƟons that focus on support and educaƟon for those in need of housing, rather than creaƟng 
new legal traps and heavy fines for property owners. 
 
Thank you for your Ɵme and for considering my feedback on this bill. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
ScoƩ Bonelli 
97 Bracken St 
Cranston, RI 02920 
ScoƩ@BigHeadStudio.com 


