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Roberta DiMezza

From: bounce@bounce.votervoice.net on behalf of Christopher Smith <user@votervoice.net>
Sent: Monday, March 16, 2026 12:17 PM
To: House Judiciary Committee
Subject: HB 8215 SUPPORT
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Dear CommiƩee Clerk DiMezza, 
 
I also sƟll believed in the end it should be up to the landlord especially if we are owner-occupied. Some people have 
allergies And make it incompaƟble to live with People who have pets whether they be Esa animals or not. This should not 
be leŌ up to a state decision or City this should be an owner's decision Of whether or not to allow pets into a property. 
 
I urge you to support HB 8215, which offers much-needed clarity regarding emoƟonal support animals in rental housing. 
By allowing landlords to request documentaƟon from Rhode Island healthcare providers, it helps ensure that ESAs are 
available for those who genuinely need them but that the concept is not abused by those who do not. 
 
This legislaƟon respects the rights of tenants with legiƟmate needs for ESAs while also providing housing providers with a 
clear framework for verificaƟon. It brings our state laws in line with federal guidelines for service animals and focuses 
ESA recogniƟon on dogs and cats. Requiring an exisƟng relaƟonship with a local healthcare professional helps prevent 
abuse of the system. 
 
Passing this bill will foster beƩer understanding and more consistent applicaƟon of ESA accommodaƟons, ulƟmately 
benefiƟng both tenants with genuine needs and housing providers seeking clear and fair guidelines. Please support this 
legislaƟon. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Christopher Smith 
228 Taunton Ave Apt 1 
East Providence, RI 02914 
smitdy@yahoo.com 


