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Sojourner House

Committed to Ending:
Domestic Violence « Sexual Assault « Human Trafficking

RE: Testimony in support of H7765—Residential and Landlord Tenant Act
Dear Chair McEntee and Members of the Committee:

Our testimony today is submitted to express strong support for H7765. This bill is an important step toward
ensuring that safe, affordable, and equitable housing is protected for all Rhode Islanders by increasing the
notice for rental terminations among month-to-month renters from 30 days to 60 days (and 120 days for
renters over 65 years old).

For 50 years, Sojourner House, a non-profit based in Providence but now providing services across the state,
has served thousands of victims and survivors of domestic abuse, sexual violence, and human

trafficking. We offer wraparound services such as support groups, emergency shelter, transitional and
permanent supportive housing, sexual health advocacy, and emotional support.

Nearly 1 in 2 Rhode Island women and 2 in 5 Rhode Island men experience domestic violence in their
lifetimes and research shows that rates of domestic violence homicides are rising."" " Further, housing
remains the humber one barrier to finding safety outside of a violent relationship and the lack of
available housing contributing to homelessness can lead to further sexual victimization and abuse.™""

Complicating this, affordable housing in Rhode Island remains critically low"!. Of our 39 municipalities, only
8 have met the 10% goal of affordable housing stock."" Additionally, there are only about 30 available units
for every 100 extremely low-income renters meaning 70% of extremely low-income Rhode Islanders
struggle to secure stable, appropriate, and affordable housing.""* As a result, many may choose to rent
on a month-to-month basis in hopes of securing something more affordable in the near future rather than
committing to something unaffordable for the long-term.

This context is particularly important for survivors of domestic violence who disproportionately come from
low-income backgrounds and often also face damaged credit, limited savings, and urgent financial needs
due to economic abuse while trying to secure safety.** Increasing the amount of notice given to tenants
renting on a monthly basis can allow for more time to secure another housing option in the midst of a market
that is unfriendly to our most vulnerable neighbors. Further, as housing remains the number one barrier to
finding safety outside of a violent relationship, it can also be the catalyst that pushes someone back
into a violent relationship with limited housing options.

Providing more time to transition from one housing option to another is a necessary step to ensuring the
most vulnerably housed Rhode Islanders have time to secure the next place they will live in the tight rental
market with few affordable housing options available. For survivors of domestic violence, this extra time
could be the difference between staying independently housed and returning to an abuser or becoming
homeless. We hope you will join us in advocating for H7765 and ensuring housing stability for the most
vulnerable Rhode Islanders.
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