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Sojourner House

Committed to Ending:
Domestic Violence « Sexual Assault « Human Trafficking

RE: Testimony in support of H7130— Residential and Landlord Tenant Act
Dear Chair Solomon and Members of the Committee:

Our testimony today is submitted to express support for H7130. The proposed bill would allow tenants to
pay increased security deposit charges (based on increases in rent) in payments over 12 months rather than
immediately.

For 50 years, Sojourner House, a nhon-profit based in Providence but now providing services across the state,
has served over 60,000 victims and survivors of domestic abuse, sexual violence, and human trafficking.

This reform is imperative for low-income households and financially vulnerable individuals. Families living
paycheck to paycheck are not likely to be able to afford sudden or sometimes even anticipated bills,
especially those of substantial amounts. For many, allowing rent increases to be paid over 12 months in
more manageable payments can be the difference between remaining stably housed and homeless.
Strengthening protections to offset the increasingly insurmountable cost of housing is essential to keeping
Rhode Islanders stably housed.

This is a practical, balanced policy that recognizes the financial realities facing Rhode Island renters while
still respecting the needs of property owners. Specifically, this policy also benefits landlords by reducing
tenant turnover, minimizing vacancies, and supporting more reliable, sustained rental payments.
Housing stability is a shared interest, and H7130 helps align the needs of both tenants and property
owners.

Further, H7130 is fundamental to our organization, Sojourner House, in helping to maintain safety and
stability for survivors of domestic and sexual violence, and human trafficking. For many survivors, securing
and maintaining housing is one of the most critical steps toward safety and long-term stability."" However,
survivors disproportionately face economic hardship due to financial abuse, disrupted employment, and
limited access to financial resources. Many have damaged credit, little to no savings, and urgent, competing
financial demands as they attempt to rebuild their lives.""

Requiring survivors to pay increased security deposits in a lump sum can present an insurmountable
obstacle which may force them to choose between unsafe living situations and homelessness.
Allowing these payments to be made over time provides a crucial layer of flexibility that can help
survivors remain housed, maintain independence, and avoid returning to abusive environments. For
these reasons, we respectfully urge the Committee to advance H7850. Thank you for your consideration and
support for Rhode Island survivors of sexual and domestic violence, and human trafficking.
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