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Dear Chairperson McEntee and Members of the House Judiciary Committee,

The Rhode Island Association of Criminal Defense Lawyers (RIACDL) writes to raise a concern
regarding H 8078. While we take no position on the bill itself, we respectfully note that the legislation
appears to create an appellate right for targets of grand jury proceedings without providing a
meaningful mechanism for indigent individuals to exercise that right.

As drafted, the bill requires that an appeal be filed within thirty (30) days. However, there is no clear
provision ensuring that indigent targets will have timely access to the Public Defender’s Office or
court-appointed counsel during that period. Without such an accommodation, many indigent
mndividuals may be unable to secure legal representation in time to pursue the appeal.

An appellate right that cannot realistically be exercised by indigent targets risks becoming illusory
rather than meaningful. We therefore encourage the Committee to consider whether additional
language 1s necessary to ensure that indigent individuals have timely access to counsel if the
proposed appeal right is created.

Sincerely,

Kara Hoopis Manosh,
RIACDL President

Camille A. McKenna,
RIACDL President-Elect
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