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Dear Chairperson McEntee and Members of the House Judiciary Committee,

The Rhode Island Association of Criminal Defense Lawyers (RIACDL) writes in opposition to H 8063,
which would amend Rhode Island’s child molestation statute to require the approval of the alleged
victim before a criminal case may be resolved.

Rhode Island already has a comprehensive Victim’s Bill of Rights, codified at R.I. Gen. Laws
§12-28-1 et seq., which guarantees victims the right to be informed, to be present, and to be heard at
critical stages of a criminal proceeding. These statutes appropriately ensure that victims have a
meaningful voice in the process while preserving the fundamental role of prosecutors, defense
counsel, and judges in resolving #// criminal cases.

H 8063 goes far beyond providing victims with a voice. By conditioning the resolution of a serious
felony on the approval of a private individual, the bill creates significant ambiguity and shifts core
prosecutorial and judicial decision-making authority to non-lawyers who are not charged with
administering the criminal justice system. In doing so, it risks undermining the careful balance
established by Rhode Island’s existing victims’ rights framework.

The proposal may also have serious practical consequences. Conditioning plea negotiations or other
resolutions on victim approval could create substantial delays and uncertainty mn already strained
court dockets, potentially preventing the efficient resolution of cases and prolonging the trauma
experienced by victims themselves.

For these reasons, and because Rhode Island law already provides robust protections for victims, H
8063 1s unnecessary and risks unintended consequences for the administration of justice.

Sincerely,

Kara Hoopis Manosh,
RIACDL President

Camille A. McKenna,
RIACDL President-Elect
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