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TESTIMONY IN SUPPORT OF 2024—S 2227

e Under the Rhode Island law, expungement is governed by a comprehensive statutory
scheme made up of five (5) sub sections creating six (6) different ways in which to get a
criminal record expunged in whole or in part. RIGL § 12-1.3-1 to 5. The attached
expungement “cheat sheet”, recently revised in light of legislative changes culminating in
2023 is a practical summary of the Rhode Island expungement law. !

e As a comprehensive statutory-scheme it has a definitional section, RIGL § 12-1.3-1. These
definitions control and apply throughout the entire expungement statute and nowhere else.

¢ The technical modification of the definition of “misdemeanor” honors and effectuates
legislative changes. These changes reflect the most recent societal norms and the
legislature’s recognition and re-consideration of the seriousness and severity of certain
criminal offenses. It simply makes sense to have the most recent iteration of the distinctions
between felonies and misdemeanors govern a defendant’s eligibility for expungement
rather than what was in place at the time the defendant was sentenced, which may have
been years and perhaps decades prior to the request for an expungement.

QUESTIONS? COMMENTS? CONCERNS?

Please Contact:

Michael A. Dilauro, Esq.

The Just Criminal Justice Group, L.L.C.
P.O. Box 7000

Warwick, Rl 02887-7000
401-487-3644
madpd2001@yahoo.com

1 This “cheat sheet” was recently published in Gontarz, Hurst, et al, A Practical Guide to Superior Court
Practice in Rhode Island (Massachusetts Continuing Legal Education, Inc., December, 2023) (Chapter 22,
Checklist 22.3); Murphy, et al, A Practical Guide to Trying DUI Cases in Rhode Island (Massachusetts
Continuing Legal Education, Inc., January, 2024) (Appendix I: Trial Notebook Checklists, Checklist A.4)

401.487.3644 + madpd2001@yahoo.com * PO Box 7000 « Warwick, Rl 02887-7000
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