Steven SeEe

From: Joyce Wolfburg <joycewolfburg@yahoo.com>

Sent: Sunday, April 7, 2024 10:07 PM

To: House Health and Human Services Committee
Subject: Supporting CHILDREN DESERVE HELP NOT HARM ACT

| urge you to support and pass the CHILDREN DESERVE HELP NOT HARM ACT bill.

This Act would safeguard Rhode Island's minors by prohibiting gender transition procedures, the use of public funds for
such procedures, and disciplinary action against healthcare providers offering transgender treatments. It also would
establish a thirty-year statute of limitation and grants the right to civil action for damages.

| believe that activist educators and healthcare workers are driven more by ideology than by genuine concern for well-
being, and are targeting our children. Our kids are already struggling with their mental health, self-image, and often
family situations. Instead of offering real, proven therapeutic interventions, these ideologues offer a dangerous and
deceitful promise: that all their problems can simply be medicated or surgically cut away. It's a lie, and it's one that's
being sold to them without the consent, and often without the knowledge, of their parents. This cannot be the path we
allow our state and country to continue down.

Several other countries have already banned puberty blockers due to their severe health risks. These drugs cause sexual
dysfunction, infertility, cancers, liver, heart and vascular disease, osteoporosis, psychiatric disorders and other
complications. The lifelong medicalization of our children brings with it a lifetime of suffering.

Studies show that 96% of children outgrow their gender dysphoria by their mid-twenties without these interventions.
Why then are we rushing to medicalize their confusion, pushing them down a path of irreversible harm?

This bill is not not anti-trans; it's pro-child. It's about recognizing that children cannot, and do not, have the capacity to
give informed consent to life-altering medical procedures. It's about protecting them until they are of an age where they
can make these decisions with a full understanding of the consequences. This is about common sense, about protecting
our children from a harmful ideology that has no place in medicine or in our schools.

Children look to their parents and other responsible adults to protect them and help them grow up healthy. Let's accept
that responsibility and pass this bill to protect them!
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