Steven SeEe

From: Eliza Madison Gobin <emgobin8@gmail.com>
Sent: Saturday, April 6, 2024 6:07 PM

To: House Health and Human Services Committee
Subject: NO to H7884

Hello,

My name is Eliza and I'm a cisgender, queer freshman in high school with many trans and
genderqueer friends. Do not let H7884 pass. Many people close to me have not been able to
access gender-affirming care, and for those who have had access to it, it has improved their
mental health tremendously. If anything, we need more access to this life-saving care. Yes,
life-saving. I have been extremely close to losing multiple transgender friends to suicide after
their depression and dysphoria fed off each other. After letting that sit with you, please read
GLAD/Thundermist's explanation on why this bill should not pass below. Thank you.

Best, Eliza

Rhode Island has been a leader in recognizing the humanity and equality of LGBTQ+
people for decades and was the second state in the US to comprehensively protect
transgender people. The residents of this state are proud of that legacy.

As we are seeing a sweeping campaign of attacks targeting transgender people across the
country, Rhode Island has the opportunity and responsibility to lead once again by saying
no to attempts to bring this dangerous and disingenuous campaign to our state.

A strong partnership between Rhode Island communities, schools, and families is
important to ensure all youth grow up in a safe, supportive, and welcoming environment.

But a slate of bills modeled on out-of-state legislation threatens to disrupt that
partnership and target LGBTQ+ youth.

The Rhode Island legislature should lead once again, resist all these dangerous attacks
and oppose the following bills with harmful proposals, including but not limited to H7884,
which bans essential medical care for transgender youth, as well as rolling back protections in
healthcare insurance coverage.

This bill detracts from fostering healthy growth and development among Rhode Island’s
youth, irrespective of their backgrounds or identities. Our aim is to cultivate
environments where young people can flourish, learn, and develop critical thinking skills,
contributing positively to their communities.

Ensuring a safe, inclusive, and supportive environment is crucial for the well-being and
educational success of all youth. Research underscores that such environments yield

1



better outcomes for young people. Rhode Island has already demonstrated success in
supporting both transgender and non-transgender youth under current laws.

While parents play a vital role in their children's education, so-called “parents’ rights”
bills do not align with that goal. Rather, they are part of a broader trend seeking to pit
parents, schools, and students against each other and exclude transgender youth from full
participation in school and society.

Instances from other states like Florida and New Hampshire illustrate the detrimental
impact of similar bills. They instigate fear among healthcare providers, educators, and
families. The education bills discourage faculty from addressing critical issues like anti-
LGBTQ+ and racist bullying, ultimately erasing the presence of LGBTQ+ students and
families in educational settings. Additionally, these bills lead to the removal of essential
literature that could aid students in understanding themselves and others.

We've also seen how even debating dangerous anti-LGBTQ+ proposals such as these
negatively affect young people’s well-being, increasing anxiety and depression.

That’s not Rhode Island’s legacy, and it’s not what our young people deserve.



