
Testimony in Support of H8180 – Mobile Response and Stabilization Services (MRSS) 

 

Chairman Abney and Members of the House Finance Committee, 

My name is Maryann Donohue-Lynch, and I serve on the Board of TIDES Family Services 

in Rhode Island. I am writing in strong support of H8180 and the continued support of Mobile 

Response and Stabilization Services (MRSS) for children and families across our state. 

In my work within the community, I have seen firsthand how many families are 

struggling. Parents are overwhelmed, children are carrying significant trauma and emotional 

stress, and many families do not know where to turn when a child is in crisis. 

Through my experience as serving on the Board of TIDES, I have personally seen 

situations where MRSS made a difference at a critical moment. What stands out most to me 

about MRSS is that it treats families with compassion and respect. Families are not judged 

during some of their hardest moments. They are supported. As a community partner, I also see 

how these crises ripple far beyond the home. They impact schools, neighborhoods, healthcare 

systems, first responders, and community organizations. When families cannot access timely 

support, everyone feels the impact. 

Services like MRSS help stabilize not only children, but entire families and communities. 

Rhode Island has made important progress in strengthening children’s behavioral health 

services, but families still face significant barriers accessing care quickly when they need it 

most. MRSS helps bridge that gap by providing immediate, community-based support that 

keeps children connected to their homes, schools, and support systems. 

I respectfully urge the Committee to support H8180 and continue investing in services 

that help children and families before crises escalate into larger tragedies. 

Thank you for your time and consideration and for your commitment to Rhode Island’s 

children and families. 

With respect, 

Maryann Donohue-Lynch 
79 Rome Ave. 
Providence, RI 02908 


