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Rhode Island State House .
Sojourner House

Committed to Ending:
Domestic Violence « Sexual Assault « Human Trafficking

RE: Testimony in support of BILL H7052 — Relating to Education, Rhode Island Promise
Scholarship

Sojourner House is in strong support of House bill 7052 which aligns with our commitment of
supporting survivors of domestic and sexual violence (DV/SV). As a prominent non-profit organization in
Rhode Island serving over 5,000 clients in almost every city and town across our state, we are well
positioned to speak to the needs of survivors of domestic and sexual violence and the importance of
H7010 in attempting to address some of those needs.

The proposed bill H7026 would expand access to the Rhode Island Promise Scholarship to those
pursuing certificate degrees rather than just associate’s degrees at the community college of Rhode

Island thus expanding the people who could benefit from the scholarship.

Domestic violence is most common among women, lower-income households, and in lower-income
neighborhoods where economic resources are already scarce where 94-99% have also been
economically victimized by abusive partners. iv.vviviivii Ag g result, these women often have a harder
time gaining economic independence; instead, they are left choosing between staying in an abusive

relationship or leaving with little to no resources to sustain themselves and their children. "

Researchers suggest the necessity of increasing access to higher education opportunities for people
from lower-income backgrounds given that higher education can be an essential vehicle for upward class
mobility.* Further, research on domestic violence survivors suggests that pursuing higher education can
be a powerful source to maintaining survivorship however, survivors face barriers related to affordability
and childcare support in this pursuit. " When survivors are able to access higher education, they often
find it a source of great personal achievement and experience significant growth in their confidence.
Therefore, expanding the types of higher education training covered by the Rhode Island Promise
Scholarship would expand opportunities to economic independence and sustainability among survivors

of domestic violence.

On behalf of Sojourner House, one of Rhode Island’s leading domestic and sexual violence non-profit
organizations, we respectfully urge you to support House bill 7052 expanding access to the Rhode

Island Promise Scholarship.
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