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April 28, 2026 

The Honorable Marvin Abney, Chair 
House Finance Committee on Finance 
Rhode Island State House 
Providence, RI 02903 

Re: Letter of Support for House Bill 8351 - The Rhode Island Education Funding 
and Accountability Act 

Dear Chairman Abney, First Vice Chair Slater. First Vice Chair Marzalkowski, and 
Members of the Committee: 

On behalf of the Rhode Island Foundation. I write in strong support of House Bill 
8351, the Rhode Island Education Funding and Accountability Act. This legislation 
gives statutory force to the recommendations of the Blue Ribbon Commission, which 
the Foundation convened and co-chaired, and which represents an 
incredibly comprehensive and broadly supported effort to modernize Rhode Island's 
school funding system. 

The Rhode Island Foundation is the state's only community foundation, and is one of 
the oldest and largest community foundations in the country. Our mission is to 
support a thriving Rhode Island, and we have long recognized that a world-class 
public education system is essential to that goal - both as a matter of equity and as 
an economic imperative. Rhode Island's 15-year-old formula, enacted as a significant 
step forward in its time, has not kept pace with the state's ambitions or its students' 
needs. 

We convened the Blue Ribbon Commission because we saw both an urgent need 
and a moment of readiness. There was growing recognition across Rhode Island 
- among educators, families, municipal officials, community advocates, and 
policymakers - that the current system is increasingly difficult to defend. What the 
state needed was a structured, independent, evidence-based process to build 
consensus around a better approach. Convening that process by bringing together 
stakeholders from across traditional divides, supporting rigorous research, and 
creating conditions for genuine agreement, is exactly the role an institution like the 
Foundation is positioned to play.
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