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Chairman Abney and members of the House Finance Committee,

| am writing to voice my support for HB7317: An Act Relating To Education -- Rhode
Island Early Educator Workforce Act, which would continue funding for WAGE$, which
provides education-based salary supplements to center-based educators and family
childcare providers working with children in an early childhood setting.

Vhen | receive the money from step up to wages it helps with bills that | have fallen
pehind on. Coming to work everyday and seeing how much my teaching has helped and
nas had an impact on these kids lives gives me great joy. The pay is always something
that | struggle with, | want to go back to school to further my education and receiving this
money can help me achieve that goal. [

Thank you for your consideration.
Sincerely,

Malissa Winfield
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