
Chairman Abney and members of the House Finance Committee, 

I am writing to voice my support for HB7317: An Act Relating To Education -- Rhode
Island Early Educator Workforce Act, which would continue funding for WAGE$,  which
provides education-based salary supplements to center-based educators and family
childcare providers working with children in an early childhood setting.

Thank you for your consideration.
Sincerely, 



Chairman Abney and members of the House Finance Committee, 

I am writing to voice my support for SB2369: An Act Relating To Education -- Rhode
Island Early Educator Workforce Act, which would continue funding for WAGE$,  which
provides education-based salary supplements to center-based educators and family
childcare providers working with children in an early childhood setting.

Thank you for your consideration.
Sincerely, 
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	Text6: Dear Chairman Abney and member of the House Finance Committee,

Every child needs to be loved, understood, and most importantly safe.  Working full time in an Early Childhood Education setting is not easy and the pay is low, but every day I have to say miracles happen and when you go home at night, you often find yourself so grateful to really know the precious children you work with.

I work as an assistant in a Pre Kindergarten classroom where the focus consists of helping each child become a confident learner and how each child can access that in his or her own ways in preparation for their next educational experiences.  We do this as part of a team with other teachers, therapists, parents, and caregivers as part of what is called our school family. Sometimes once in a while and sometimes very often, we encounter serious challenges that humble us and make us learn. As teachers it takes time and hard work to try to hang in and learn to be our best selves in order to support the children in our care. Sadly a lot of teachers, many of them new, are unable to continue because the pay scale is low, the work is not easy, and they have to find something that pays better or get a second job.

In our current economy, many Early Childhood Education teachers are struggling financially and facing debt in order to pay for basic necessities such as food, clothing, utilities, and health insurance among many other things.  Having access to a Wage$ supplement means additional income which is a game changer in ways that can really take the stress off financially. I would be so grateful if funding can be allotted for those of us who need it.

Thank you,
Jennifer Murray
Newport Rhode Island
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