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Chairman Abney and members of the House Finance Committee,

| am writing to voice my support for HB7317: An Act Relating To Education -- Rhode
Island Early Educator Workforce Act, which would continue funding for WAGE$, which
provides education-based salary supplements to center-based educators and family
childcare providers working with children in an early childhood setting.

am writing to express my strong support for HB7317: An Act Relating to Education —
Rhode Island Early Educator Workforce Act and the continued funding of the WAGES$
program.

As an assistant in a family child care program, | work closely with young children every
lay, helping support their learning, development, and emotional growth. Early childhood
pducation is meaningful work, but it is also financially challenging.

Receiving the WAGE$ supplement has made a significant difference for me. This support
nelps make my salary more competitive with other fields and allows me to remain in early
childhood education doing the work | love. Without programs like WAGES$, many
hssistants and educators would be forced to leave for higher-paying jobs, creating
Instability for children and families.

IWAGES$ recognizes the dedication and education of early educators and helps retain
ualified professionals in this essential workforce. | respectfully urge you to support
HB7317 and continue funding this important program.

Thank you for your consideration.
Sincerely,

Ingrid Pujols
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Chairman Abney and members of the House Finance Committee,

| am writing to voice my support for SB2369: An Act Relating To Education -- Rhode
Island Early Educator Workforce Act, which would continue funding for WAGE$, which
provides education-based salary supplements to center-based educators and family
childcare providers working with children in an early childhood setting.

| am writing to express my strong support for HB7317: An Act Relating to Education —
Rhode Island Early Educator Workforce Act and the continued funding of the WAGE$
program.

As an assistant in a family child care program, | work closely with young children every
day, helping support their learning, development, and emotional growth. Early childhood
education is meaningful work, but it is also financially challenging.

Receiving the WAGE$ supplement has made a significant difference for me. This support
helps make my salary more competitive with other fields and allows me to remain in early
childhood education doing the work | love. Without programs like WAGES$, many
assistants and educators would be forced to leave for higher-paying jobs, creating
nstability for children and families.

WAGES$ recognizes the dedication and education of early educators and helps retain
qualified professionals in this essential workforce. | respectfully urge you to support
HB7317 and continue funding this important program.

Thank you for your consideration.
Sincerely,

ngrid Pujols
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